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To the Reader. 


> 8 S the cnſving tract was com- 

A. poſcd at the immediate 
"> inſtance of, principally in- 
rended for, and direQed 
) tpa private friend-: fo I 
ee knew nothur that it might 
| £4 have been confin'd to his 
cloſet. For my own part, I had cauſe enough 
ro account it unworthy of a publigae - view 3 
or to logk forth into an age, wherein ſo lit- 
tle paſſeth thar is nor lyable ta cenſure. Nor 
am 1 ignorant, that whateyer becomes ob- 
vious, (unleſle jr appear jn a police dreffe) is 
eſteemed contemprible. Neverthelefie, no 


= / 
"-/,, 
Fa 1 As 


# 


ſooner was my pen and this paper divorced, 


butthrough ſeme ſecrer intelligence, os { as 
I conceive)collateral knowledge of the thing) 
l met with importunities, more then a few, 
to exaQ my conſent, for its publication. Bur 
how little proportion that held with my de- 
lire, thoſe with whom 1 conteſted can readily 
witheſſe. For, as I was willing to continue 
at 4 juſt diſtance, from any thoughcs of ſacri. 
icing to my own net : ſol could have been 
well atisfyed this had flepr in a ſingle manu- 
(cript. Yet whatſoever 1 afferted in my own 
acfence,wanted efficacy to ſatisfy my friends» 
Nothing lefſe then an abſolute grant of this 

A 2 particular 3 
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. Caſt upon this ſtraite, I rather choſe to 
ſail, as an argument of my condeſcenfion; 
then expoſemy ſelf ro chehazad of a farther 
encoun;&;$ thereupon reſolved to reviſe,and 
cloath it, with ſome additional thoughts. For 


C as empty veſſels are moſt receptive: fo) 


L was 'very: ſenfible *twas not only capablexf 
correcion, bur replerion too, as being the 
bare iſſue of ſome broken houres3 yer fa 
in was 1 much prevented, the copy having 
continued ſometime forth of my hands, upon 


particular, would fuffice. - Therefore bang | 
fiſhes 


Lo 


| 
; 


enquiry, I foane ir committed to the preſſe ' 


with greater Expedition then I expeQted, al- 
chough-it was very requifite, both in: refer- 


ence to my felf and others, :t'ſhould not hare * 


} 
F 


ſeen: the world, unlefſe in a better ks 


bit. - Bur: fince ic will abroad, as I have no. 


ground to:.commentd. it: fo no prevailing fe 
culty to indulge itto thee,only transfer it to 
thy favorable view. - And if thou maiſt ima- 
gine it worth aleiſure hour, it's freely at thy 
devotion; and ſo farewel. - 
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The 
PREFACE. 
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S 
- 

% 

. - 


Q 7; x. 2, 0 V Know 7t 7s pt 
Nt - fong , fence you were 
Ne \ Pleaſed? fo expreſſea 

x, very deep and deplh- 

CI STA vable ſorts of 7s dy 
ſtraTjons, and diſcontents-that 
were too apparently predominant 

in the ſpirits of private mens; 'efpe— 
cially when it was eofaent, that 

S thewonder-working-hewd of Coll, 
was immediately pointing it ſome 
very rematkeable deſign that had 
reference to his Church and People. 
 Andihat which amaz'd you wvas, 
that mens eyes werenoft fixt upon” 
it, but their minds carried onto 
AZ an 


_ and diſcompoſure;, Ttold you then 


it was the ſame conſideration ,thit 


had poſſeſſed my owne thonghts  . 
wherein ( by private diſcuſſion or | 
(45 it were) a ſelf-Conference) they 
had a/ſnmed x large Liberty : upon 
which ahwonhe 


erment R it Ta 


your pleaſure to command. ſome. 


thing from me upon this ſubjes; 


whereunto T made no poſetive pro. 


miſe ; for what might principath 
induce you to this, I knew #0}, nei. 


ther did Ithen, nor do I yet ima- 


count IT once 


mo_ 
ereupon Yelurning to my 
Chamber,1was reduced #0 this Dt 
lemma: Either Imuſt _ 

your commands , ( th, F 
whereof had a ſtriF influence upon 
awe) or elſe Immilt appear in a work, , 
whereto 1 was deeply 


Inſufficiency 3 ſo # 


exſible of *%y 
{2 to diſobg 


ce with 


e thoughts 


animpetnons height o f TevÞatitos y 


gine , wileſſe it were that ſmall at- * 
gave you upon another 


S 


your InjunTtion , or to frame the 
thoughts, 1told you of, into words, 
and then digeſ# thoſe into a method 
fit for your view, both. to ee'were 
extreawly difficult. By thys -you 
may eaſily judge , whatconflic 1 
had with my ſelf; yet dt laſt 7 ve-- 
ſolved upon obedience , concluding 
that the ſafeif courſe, though other 
reſpeFs urged me to decline it. 
And although TI cannot in the least 
meaſure pretend to any proficiency 
in, or aptneſſe to a Tash of this 
Nature; yet 1am milling toextend 
that power I have to its limit , aud 
hambly pray it may be fer 6c2able. 
What T offer in obedience to 
your Command , ſhall be no other- 
wiſe preſented then in this Epi- 
ſtle; And that which you plea. 
ſed to hint ( in theſe words , ) 
He that caſts his eye upon paSt ex- 
periments , may oblerve , That 
ſometime a cure hath been Wrought 
by very lowe and contemptible 
8 & Means 
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path beey. 


by. Per 
knowl 
ſhall \ 


Meames 


: . , . - . ” : 
1 = & y * , 5 = 
—_. - 
% a. ts. —_— 


=OY , 42 
SSERES, 
*"® A..S W Y 
DR $V V5 
Q.Q, D 0D Q 
EE 'EED 
- D > SE 
mo INI 
SS, TED 
W Y DV 
z: - i &LS.R 
V SO © —_ 
[- VY S HE 
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as followeth, 
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T be IntroduGion. 


Py pprebend the greateſt 
YR@2 part of the Chriſtian 
SD worldgroaningunder 
NG 7% the heavy burden of 
AZ Sea trouble and diſcon- 
tent, and ( being now 
in travel Jlaboars with no leſfſe eX(TVe= 
mity of peril, then pangs, to bedeli- 
vered. | 
And although many of us may be 
apt to plead, that we have been fo 
far from declining, as that we have 
laid hold upon every. occaffon, and 
endeavoured to make a faithful im- 
provement of all probable meanes 
chat might tend to over»>rule the tor-. 
rent, and give ſtop to its violence - 
Yet IL humbly fay,that it's much below 
the power of any Mertall to conquer 
in (ach conflids, withour a great 
meaſure of Divine aſſiſtance ; and 1 
am confident, that mary by their fre- 
quent addrefles,have ſolicited at Hea- 
vens Throne in that particular ; Yet 


how- 


\ 


6) 4 
however the Almighty may, for mi. 
ny cauſes beſt known to hints for. 
_ atime ſuſpend his help, though no 
abſolacely deny it, and alſo for.ſom, 
reſpe&s that fall within our knoy. , 
ledge. Forit's not improbable,God 
does it to the end we may continu 
In a ſtate of dependance on him, tha 
Th ſo, not onely thoſe other heavenh 
, graces, that the Lord out of his im 
meaſurable beunty hath vouchſafedy, 
but ' our faith alſo may be exerciſed 
which is very acceptable and ell. | 
pleaſing to his ſacred Majeſty. _ 
And although we have formerly 
ſent up our ſupplications to Heaven 
for aide; perhaps we have at that ye 
| ry time, for our hearts are deceitfall 
beyond meaſure, had regard to ſome 
thing oz earth,that in our apprehen- 
# fion ſeemed to hold forth ſatisfatim. , 
Now this ground alone weree / 
nough to cauſea ſnſpenſion of hel | 
For Almighty God our of a tender , 
regard to his glory, will not ſuffer 
EE any earthly thing to come in compett: 
F1 ox With heavenly z and as he would 
; have his own way and meanes.plt 
towards the accompliſhing every e 
Rk 
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ſo his holy Name chiefly glotifyed .. 
But in regard L{hall have occafton to 
ſpeak more to this purpoſe, before | 
period my Epiſtle, I will in the next 
place endeavour to make inquiry at- 
cer the cauſes, that mighr poſlibly 
aſber in our difcontents, and uſe my 
beſt diligence to fernove them, .that 
{o the effe&s m2y ceale. 


$4449+002000004004444 
Twenty Oueres proponnded. 

'Þ Nd firſt, it will become us 
\ tO enter into.an exact.fcru- 
tiny with our own bearts,and ask our 
ſouls this queſtion:Whether we have 
not ſet an over-endearing value Þon-ſub- 
lIunary things,and upon that ſcore, con- 
trary to intent and purpoſe of the great 
Creator and moſt wife Dijpoſer,advan- 
ced the ſervant above the maſter ? 

2, Letus preſſe to know, how our 
hearts have Feod affefied to that which 
the world calis riches, then which 
nothing imaginableis more apt to 
attraCt the affetions and ſeize upon 
the ſouls faculties,and thereby work 
a diverſion from matters of a more 
nigh and heavenly concernment ? 


3, Have 


wy (4) CES} 
| .* 3. Have we not faid withiniojr 
ſelves, that without riches men-a&e 
| confin'd to a ſtate of Penury,and the. 
| fore miſery, and that in reſpe&qf 
| their poſſeſſiov,rhe eſteem of men. in thije , 
Ta daics ebs and flowes proportionably) 
_ 4+. Hath it not troubled our' ſpi. 
rits, that the ſo/e Giver of all thingy, 
hath vouchſafed a larger Almes'« 
diſtribution thereof to others,whigh 
in our apprebenſion ,, have lefle deſervel 
then our ſelves ; or advanced thein to 

| bigher places of honour and repute , inire- 

| ſpect of their authority among ſt men,and 

| thereupon our eye bath become evil, be 
wal caule onr heavenly Fathers was good? 
' 5, Have wenot given up our ſelvi 
to an over-ſolicitous and indir 
Fn ſecking after theſe momenteny trifley? 

6. Have We not conniv'd at our 
own hearts, when they have bin re+ 
dy to converſe with fraudiand enter-) 
tain conference with oppreſſion ,' 6 
embrace any other ſfinifter courſe, 
the acquiring of worldly wealth? | 

7. Have we not imployed our wits ant! 
| abilities in procuring thereof,at ſuch 1M 
and ſeaſsns,which God out of bis' wh - 


bs) . 
& A 


x 


dome hath appointed mere immed! 7 


| (5 
for the ſacred duties and performances 
that chiefly refer to bis giory ? 

2. Orat ſuch a time when for the 
crying ſins of a people, Judgement and 
Calamity is threatned,and is even ready 
co ſeize on every Family and Perſon in 
2 Nation ? For alas, when we ſhould 
endeavour by all meanes to appeaſe 
the wrath of an angry God, which 
we have ſhamefully provoked, it is 
then very unſcaſonable to ſeek after 
great things for our ſelves. 

g. Have we been faichful ftewards 
of that portion, which the Lord in 
his providence hath afforded us ? 

10+ Have we relieved a diſciple in 
the name of a diſciple? Have we ad. 
miniftred to the neceſſity of the Saints? 
Have we ſupplyed our diſtreſſed bre- 
thren in their exigents? 

11. Have we fed the hungry, clo- 
thed the naked ? And have our bow- 
els earned with compaſſion towards 
them in their extremities ? 

12. And if our ſouls,upon private 
centerence, can tell us that we have 
done this;Have we done it to a right 
£nd?Not for oftentation or popular app!au{e,, 
nor at the over-inſtance of Friends, 
nor 


- 
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of piety, without repining and reluFancyy 


think proportionable tothe meanes 


nor importunity of Allies, but jy. 
obedience to Gods command, ang 
that his Name may have the Glory 2 | 

13. Have we upon ths account beey | 
reedy and willing to defray and lay opt « 
great part of our [abjance tor the parpoſet | 
aforementioned, and for the advancenen; | 


14. Have we not been filled with 
an over-high expectation of conteny, 
that we imagined might flow fol 
creature-comforts ? = 
15. And have nt 64r theugbts been 
taken up and peſſeſſet with morethe 
is really to be found in them? 
16, Have we confidered the many ine 


conveniences that muft inevitably attend - 


all werldly enjoyments,though they preſent 
themſelves never ſo pleaſant and amiabh | 
to the eye of a facile apprehenſion? 

17. Though as to cur own pattlh | 
cular, Providence may ſeem ro hart | 
{bared out a lefle pitrance, then we 


i WM 


© 4 


we have uſed and the praiers we hav, }; 
put up for that purpoſe ; have we 
conſidered that God in his wiſdgme | 
bath abundantly made it up to othet | 
members of the Myſtical body, -_ | 
ave 3 


. 


| 


of - 
have poſlibly ſuffered want in an high- 


er degree, and have therefore flood 
in greater need then our ſelves ? 

13. Have we conſidered,that thoſe 
for. wbom God hath appointed 4n 1h» 
corruptible inheritance that fades not 


away, in that Celeſtial Tabernacle not ' 


made with hands, the Heaven of beg» 
pens, have for the moſt part the mean- 
eft portion of outward things , and 
the leaſt of worldly comfort in their 
enjoyment £ 

19. Have we conſidered that affli- 
&ions and troubles of the world,are 
in ſome depree the inſeparable com- 
panions of the choiſeſt Chriftians ? 
( Divine Writ: imports no Ilofle : 
Through many tribulations we muſt enter 
into tbe Kingdome of Reſt. ) 

20. Have we duely confidered up- 
on what a ſlippery place & dangerous 
precipice all thofe ſtand, that are in- 
compalled about with ſach a confluence 
of earthly endearments, and become 
ſuch {laves to their pleaſures, that 
they have ſcarce liberty to entertain 
a thought either of Heaven or Kell, 


Veath or Judgement,Godor Chrift, 
unlefle. 
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gnlefſe guided 'by an extraording®# 
"liichple of Grace ? . -. mM 

Now as we tender the good of gy | 
own ſouls and hope for comfort; þ, | 
bchoves us to enter-into a ſerious: ayy 
impartial examination with our ſelv; 
and a due conſideration of each Particils 
 Quere,and Jabour faichfully to kj 
how much they concern us; and! 
bow much we find our ſelves conſg../ 
ous, as to a failing in that whert ' 
by duty we were engaged the contty.|/ 
ry,by fo much we may humbſy cop | 
dude chac Divine pleaſare hathfi | 
a time given ns over to a. conditig} 
of trouble and difcontent. 

ObjeA. But you may bz aft to ſaxal 
all this avazls little te our help, and th 
it is avery barſp, if net, a prepoſtery, 
way of cure to rip open cauſes after Y 
Pannere | 
:  Anſw. I anſwer, that all caoſesdl 
Nnotealily, bur with much difhcul 
removed, unlefſe well known. 1 hiff 
cherfore taken liberty to in{iſt a } b- 
apon this courſe, wherein I have@ F Ly 
fired to wal my ſelf, as welli '% 
others, not deſpairing of ſome i 
vantage by It. | 
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Txcopveniences that attend diſ- 
content dilated. 


|. JN the next place I ſhall ſet forth 
| | dilate the many ad and miſer- 
' able inconveniences that accompany 
a diſcontented condition ; And firſt, 
it will be neceflary to render a defini- 
tion of this malady ; And although 
we may know by too. wofull experi- 
ence what it is, yetit's not unſeaſons if 
able to take notice thereof : And 10 f 
herein | ſhall not much differ from a dl 8 
knowing Author that pointed to | 
the ſame particular. | 
Diſcontent is a compoſition or | 
mixture of two violent diſcompo- | 
}; ling paſſions, Anger, and Grief, 
p doth which ftirre up fearful Tem- 
110..-Pcts and beger cruel conflias-in the 
aſs > foul : As*twas ſaid of Fob ( though a 
f "Yew Ao. '©f patience }* that he toar * proy, 
w - clt in his anger 3 and accor= 18. 4, 


vcing to the Eccho of the choſen veſ- jt 
| B ſels 1 


: 
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ſels voice, the ſorrow of the way l 


2. through a vexatious ſorrow of ha: 


Wa 


worketh "death ; fo that eithiery 

which,though they encounter us fi. 
ole, come not without their mij} 
chiefs, and therefore of more dy 
ger, when their forces are united; 
in a confederacy or combinatiq 
As firſt a diſcontented perſon | 
comes altogether indiſpoſed to « 
ry duty that referres to his ſpirit 

or temporal condition ; for ſo ih; 
as he inacerates himſelf throughh 
own diſtemper, the preaching ofy 
F/Yord, the pertormance of Prayer, 
the adminiſtration of any Divine( 
dinance to him, is littl c availall 
A Lefure to a diſtraſted ( I had 
moſt {aid to a dead ) man is attey 
ed with as much efticacy : Fa 


the ſpiric is broken ( tales the wi: 
many and fo long as that contiph: 
(as it were )disJointed,and in pitly- 
it's altogether | improbable that* 
ſhould receive an impreflicn of gd 
and bring forth fruit proportils. 
bly.Now herein, I would not bet; 
taken, forit is not a Godly p# 

[al # 


1]. comes more firmly cemented, and 
a 
0 
$11 * adding to Faith, vertue; and to 


; Seve o knowledge 5 and to knowledge, 
: E Temperance and to Temperance, Pati- 


(12) 
cential ſorrow that 1 ſpeak of, but 
a petalent vexatious trouble, that 
brings ſuch a diſcompofure,and bar- 
renneſs with it in reſpe& of Good ; 
For by the firſt (it malt be confeſled,) 
that the ſpirit becomes more malea- 
ble.and of a more Divine and affa- 
ble Temper, whereby the ſeed of the 
ord may take deeper root,and pro- 
duce fruits anſwerably : In this cafe 
though the ſpirit may feem to be 
broken, yet no otherwiſe, then the 
ſapecticies of the earth is, when the 
Husband-man intends to caſt in 
grain; And as that by the. influence 
of ſeaſonable diſtilling ſhowers is a- 
gain compaGed and conſolidated, 
without any preſudice to the crop ; 
{0 a Chriſtians ſpirit C when ſoftned 
wich a pious ſorrow ) thraugh the 
ſunſhine of divine diſpenſations, be- | 


more fruicfal then ever, being then 
In a better capacity to conform and 
yield obedience to the Apoſtles rule, 


S 


B 2 exce 


(13) 
ences and to patience, Goilineſſe 3 ani 
to Godlineſſe, brotherly Kindneſſe ; and 
te brotberly Kindneſſe,Charity 3 and thiſ 
#n whom theſe things are and:abound 

neither be barren , nor unfruitfal inth 
knowledge of Feſws Chriſt (as the Apo 
file obſerves.) kid d td Th 
Thus, having cleared my ſenſe in thh 
partticular I ſhall wade further to. 
wards the diſcovery of thoſe incoy 
veniences- that attend diſcontent; 
And as I ſaid before, it workesa 
indiſpofition to Good, ſo it all 
layes Men open and leaves them | 
able to- much evil ; it's deploral}. 
to think how many through they 
olence of that paſſion, have wilt 
ly contrated the ſpanne of thi 
life, by an untimely death,and mit 
themſelves more miſerable by the. 
" diſtemper, then the Almighty hi 
done by crofſes : Alas ! how apt. 
that deftiroying enemy of Manki 
( Satan ) ( who watcheth every 4. 
_ cafion, and attends every oportu 
© ty to advancehis kingdome of da 
nefſe to ſeize upon a diſcontet: 
ſpirit, as being then moſt likely! / 
46 wh, 
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work its ovetthrow, either by ag- 
gravation of its miſery, or ſome 9= 
ther infinuating ſuggeſtions ? And 
on the other hand, How do thoſe 
inſnaring ſubtilties; and deceictul 
allarements of the world, make ic 
their advantage to encounter a ſpirit 
in diſtcation, as then ſuppoſing it 
co have caſt off the proteEion of the 
meek ſpirit of patience ( the deſt ar- 
mour againſt ſuch aſſaults 2 ) Nor 
will a third dangerous enemy ( the 
Heſh) be idleat ſuch a time, bur fly 
out into rebellion and leavy war a- 
gainſt the Law of the mind, and ſo 
fubjeCt it to the law of finne ; Thus 
we (ee what a conſpiracy of evil In- 
ſtrutrents there is to deftroy poor 
ſouls, that are involved in this ma- 
lady - Oh ! then what a madneſle 
is it for contemptible clay to: con- 
tend with the Potter that can faſhion 
and mould it as he pleaſeth ! Oh ! 
What a ſenceles thing is it, for a man 
to torment himſelf and harrazc his 
own ſoul with the vexatious thoughts 
of thoſe evils, that are beyond all 
remedy! Hethat ſpurnnes again 
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(15) 
pikes of Iron,can in reaſon expe&to 
gain nothing but wounds : He thax 
willingly runs againſt a rock, not 
only daſhes the vefſel in pieces, bu 
loſes all the fraught : for he that 
entertaines or gives way to diſcon« | 
tent, not only torments the body, | 
bur alſo caſts the ſoules welfare into = 
extremity of hazard. What will 
not a man do in the midfſ of thiz 
pallion ? He'le create quarrels with 
men, and ſometimes with thoſe of 
neereft Relation to him, without any ' 
colour of cauſe, and ſo both betray., . 
his folly, and run himſelf into 4 
ouilt of groſſe enormities : And 
which is more ſad, he*le not ſtick to 
quarrel and contend with God him» 
(elf, if any thing be prefented con- 
trary to his liking,or offer torhwart 
his humour» = 
What an hanious crime was itin , 
that diſcont ented Prophet', 0; 
vainly and furiouſly ro conteſt with 
his Maker, about ſach a trivial thing 
asa withered Gourd? And it could 
not but affli& good Facob, (mort 

then the fierility] of his wife ) 
t0 | 
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to hear her queratouſly cry out || Give || Gen.30. 


mn? children or elſe I are; as though 
Providence were confined either ty 
grant her delire or accomplith her 
ruine; The latter is often true, if 
the firſt be inordinately ſoughr 
after orunſeaſonably ſued for : and 
this is very obſerveable, that thoſe 
who are exceſſively given up to the 
bent of their own wills,CWhen they 
{ce it dii[proportionable to the Will 
of the moſt High ) do not only mee: 
wi h grievous Troubles from with- 
in themſelves, but for the moſt part, 
heavy Judgements from God : 
and thus it. was with the murmuring 
and repining Tijraelites, who becau'e 
they had not every thing they defired, 
elteemed {lightly of what they had ; 
and becauſe they were nat exitly 
nnmoured, became wilfully ingrate- 
ful and there'ore were juſtly pur- 
{lued with multiplyed judgeraencs. 

What a deteftable humour was 
that in Abab, who within the con- 
fines of all7ſrae! could not find matter 
enough to feed his hangry d-lire , 
nor ſatisfy his diſcontented cra- 
B 4. vIng 
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| (17) 
bs ving mind, unlefic he might enjo 
ks Naboths poor Vineyard ? What 
high contempt of the Almightiq- 
Munificence and bounty was thiy; | 
[- that he could not content himfþ 

| with a Kingdome, but labour wh; 
| ſo much vehemency to gratifie hy 
| corrupt pleaſure with ſuch an incon./ 

| {iiderable trifle ? 

| And to proceed yet. further, dif 


3 


content is the mother of diſorder; 
it devides and ſubdevides not on 
| the ſenſes but the faculties, and «< 
| them at an irreconcileable diftany. 
| and enmity one with another, af* 
od through this fewd and oppoſiti 
| they debilitate and weaken each v 
| ther, whereby that naturall and 
| herent life and vigour, whence the 
i ſhould proceed lively and perfeal 
Wo ſues, (being thus decayed _) prody 
eth lictle but obliquities, and eff 
_ of decrepit nature. A 
 Moeoreover he that is perplexti 
mind, ſeldome a&s any thing tit 
either pJeaſeth himſelf or anothi 
thoſe ations and carriages that 1. 
late to his own particular, arch 
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the moſt part looked upon with an 
evil eye , as carrying along with 
them direful troubles, doubts and 
diſquieting Moleſtations : and ſo 
being diſcompoſed and out of frame, 
it cannot be cxpeCted, that thoſe a- 
&ings which refer to others, ſhould 
be any walcs proportioned to their 
defires, or ſuited to their pleaſures : 
Burt alas ! this is not the worſt, ( al- 
though bad enough to be oppoſed 
both to ones own and others ad- 
vantage ) forhe thatdiſcontentedly 
troubles himſelf fer outward things 
( either in reſpe& of their miſcarry- 
age, for that they have not dire&ly 
occurred to his humour aid given 
fall anſwer to his expeCations or 
in regard of the deprivation of thoſe 
enjoyments, on which his heart hath 
deen ſzt,but now irrecoverably loſt) 
runs ina Dyzameiricall eppoſitien to the 
rule of Gods word manitfetted in ſacred 
writ (which ought to be the guide 
of every mans life and a&ions)and 
thereby exiremlydiſpleateth and ir- 
ritates the Majeily of the moſt High, 
then which ncthing in the world is 

of 


| (19) 

of a more lamentable conſequeng, 

Thus (Sir) I bave in ſome depry 

endeavoured to make a true dilcoyy, 

ry of thoſe miſeries and inconvegj, - 

ences that accompany diſcontent , and 5 
have accordingly given an account, g 

{ome of thofe mauy dangers, wheny/. 
in a troubled and diffatisfyed pe, 

{on is involved: And although ya, 

may. meet with a more ample ag(; 
compleat diſcovery ( in relation y' 
this particular ) then this of ming 
zo 
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as proceeding from thoſe of lar 
experience and riper judgement ; yy : 
as an exaCt proportionift will pay 
tray the whole ſtature of Hercules 
the print of his foot, ſo mayyy 
by that sKantling I have here give, 
and that little I have ſaid, gueſſ, 
= what may be farther offered to thi 
Ag purpoſe. I 
b: -4 Oqject. But perhaps you"le ſay, | 
ſtand at a great diſtance from the cure , al 
Tl that inſtead of applying comfortable cords 
alls 1 have aſed cutting and corroding Cat 
WD raſives, which only tend to the aggrave 
5 tion of aflidion, and not to the extenuali 
"1 on of grief; And that I bav: "_ 
£0 
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& that order, which compaſſion enzages me 
x ro proceed ing in maladies of this natare ; 
». and deal like an bard-bearted Chirurgian, 
þ - that extends bis probe to a painful ſearch, 
5 Ly ripping the wound, and terrifying bis 
>. Patient with the danger thereof, before be 
Wpowre in one drop of balſame, or apply one 
wt] bealing medicene « 

wm | An(w. To all which 1 lay; that 
" although I have been a little Rrict 


- 


tn in the inquicy after the caufes, and 
6, laying down the effe&s of this di- 
o ſemper, yet | hope,my method and 
4 :.manner herein, hath been no other, 
7 then what may very well confift with 
our comfor: and fatisfattion ; 
a Though for the preſent, it may ſeem 
n ſomething harſh an4 difconſolare 
k (eſpecially to ſuch, as have had ex- 
jy; Perience of, and acquaintance with 
 tryals and diſpenſartions of this na- 
| ture:) Yet neverthelefſe I Coubt not 
a *C through Divine Afiftance ) to pre- 
4, ſcribe and offer, ſome ſuch effeQual 
jo Meanes, as may very probably trend 
1 £0 Over-rule the diftemper, drive a- 
th Fay the diſeaſe, and confequently 
14 'Eltare us in a condition of content. 
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Twenty particulars pointed atiilj 


(a1) 


$0000046446444440Y 
PARAGRAPH: 


inſiſted on. 


AN in my apprehenſion cen 


not any thing more conſider. 
or more effe&ually conducible thays 
unto then to pofſeſſe our hearts wſ* 
a conſideration of the Inſtabilitie 1 
variableneſſe of all things. hen 
low ; For without doubt, 
were ſeriouſly and impart 
weighed , the tranſitory triflal 

this life, would fall farre ſy 
of that high valuatiou, which x. 
men unadviſedly put npon then: 
theſe daies; Norcan any thingt. 
reaſon be allzadged for ſuch $- 
cſteem,if we do bur duly conſider | 
tnere was never yet any one Ink” 
world, thar upon infallible grol bo 


{ (22) 
i} Felicity , for the continuance of one 
Wy , which is but a ſmall time com- 


= with a mans life, and the 


\ 
- 
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' Jongeſt tra& of ones life, is but as a 
.\.dpan in reſpect of ecernity : For firſt 
S\ecither the wiſe diſpoſer may ſadden- 
\{1y cake them away from us,orus from 

/ them; If we look upon our ſelves 

/ in the largeſt dimenſion and higheſt 
tl capacity over the creatures, we ſhall 
7 find that we are but ſtewards, and 
J-fiewards muſt either quit, or ac- 
7 :count for their imployment when 
their maſters pleaſe. 
All earthly things we do enjoy, 
Fare but ours upon condition 3 and 
P:how prone and ready the beſt of men 
{- are, to faile, on their parts, I leave 
7 'to every experient and rational man 
; tojudge; I might dilace chis into 
wy ſeveral particulars, and diſcover by 
bf how many waies and meanes, we 
#..,may be deprived of outward enjoy= 
4, ments, and by whar deviſes they 
-- may be ſnatcht from us : but thac 
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zamonegſt other things I ſhall transfer 
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%. to our own thoughts, in regard it 
- would (well this diſcourſe beyond 
ItS 
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(23) 
its intended limit, and rendgrthe 
ther a volame;chen Epiſtle: : oy. 
fore next let's conſider how fi 
we may be taken from the wy. 
who can affure himſclf of a ming}. 
time? Though he be indued wy. 
n: ver {90 much wiſedome, i'reny/ 
ned with never fo much power, 
compaſſed about wich all the buyy/ 
helpes and advantages thar can 
within the circuit-of his imaginaly 
yet as the Pſalmiſt {aics, biz ſoul iy 
tinually in His hands, nor does be Wi * 
but that it may expire in hid neat breathig 
Alas! The lite of man is but 1 
bubble, and how foon thac vanill 
away ( even before we can well hy 
prehend it)experience tel] us:acliy 
the drop of a buckee, or the duftq: 
a b:I[lance that's ſhaken»off and i 


"4 
5; 
7; 


_ ried from our view, by rhe leaſtmy 


evening habitations with intent" 


take theic healthful repoſe: 4 


tion : or like Jonas his gourd tl 
was faireand flouriſhing over nigh 
but withered and dead the nal 
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t 


4% 

"Id 
7 BY 
, T1 
# 
" 
i. 

: 


30rning, 
How many have retyred to t 
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WE in order thereunto, have ſhut their 
WK cyes in a natural fleep, bur never 
k \ waked, except in another World ? 
4. Hence we may gather how fragle and 
ww. ;rittle a thing mans life is, even like 
| a glaſſe that by how much the hner 
wit is, by ſo much it is the eaſter bro- 
wu: ken: or like a twined thred, which 
tw how ſoon it's cut aſunder, all men 
' know; Therefore it argues: a great 
meaſure of weakneſs and inconſider- 
q.| atnefſe in us, if we Jook not upon 
4 each day, as if it were the Iaſt,that's 
i. allowed to our Pilerimage : why 
WY ſhould we eſteem our ſelves in a bet- 
&! ter condition then good St. Paul 


in Chriſt Feſws to dy dayly? What a 
miſerable poor complaint was thar 
of one of the Roman Emperours, (Titus 


; the fewes ) who being ſeized on by 
2 licknefle, and conveyed in alictter, 
xs. lookes forth, and with much indig- 

2. nation quarrels with and accuſes 
a; heaven for that he muſt die, and had 
o& 7ot deſerved it? When alas ! filly 


8 Mortal, if he had but conſidered he 
” WAS 


as. Veſpaſian that great conquerour of 


wr Who * proteſted by that rejoicing be had *« x; cop. 
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was a m3n,it had been guilt enow 
and tor which nature might jy 
pronounce her ſentence of dg 
againſt him:But he had been ſoy 
up with the honour and ſucce(y 
his high Achievements, that he cog 
not entertaine any thought f 
parting with this, and embaacinp, 
better life: and1 heartily wiſh, , 
crime did nut cry aloud in ur dajy - 
and that mens minds were leflexy' 
en up, and their thoughts lefle h; 
ployed about ſecular affaires, gy" 
the fading trifles ofthis world, a 
more intent on thoſe ſpirit 
things, that mighe advance a nEg* 
glorious Kingdome, wherein. tf 
ſouls azight be happied with and 
nal welfare. £2 

{ amper{waded'that the def : 
on of molt men in this particu” 
ariſes through the want of due 4 
ſideration of the vanity of earls 
things. £2 
What conſiderate man w( 
doate upon that goblin honor, Wi 
cannot be fitter compared then 
meer ſhadow, which upon the 

ent erpoieh 
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0 znterpoſure of a cloud is-quite gone, 


' without ſo much a! 
mention where it was? To this pur- 


SW polc obſerve the words of a learned 


Fes Haman adored in the Perſtan Court 
Th ſome Eartbly Deity,and like ſome baſe 
W- ermine waving upon a Gibbet : Do we 
W. (ce the preat and glorious Cleopatra 
o ſhining in the pompous Majeſty of 
4 'Fgpt ? Stay but a while , and you ſhall 
W's {ce ber in the duſt, and her two children 
i whom ſþe proudly ſtiled the ſun & the moon, 
KWuriven like miſerable Captives before the 
chariot of their Conguerour. 


not (ſaith the P ſalmiſt )he per iſheth, 
bur his greatnefſe(as more frail then 
he) is oftimes dead and buried be= 
i fore him, and leaves him the ſur- 
4" yiving executor of his own ſhame : 
Much more of vanity might be dif- 
covered in this trifling ſhadow (Ho=- 
&+Nour. 

ads” ; 


-: Another thing which ſurpriſes the 


bye of the world , is Beauty, and 


ding flower which the revolucion 


h as leaving the leaft 


F Author: The ſame Sun ( faieshe ). 


at, if rightly conſidered, is but a 


C | of 


% * Man being in honour abides * p(g1.49. 
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*Prov-31- vanity. 3 whereof wee may be ver 
3% credulousfince we know not a monj 


s 
v 


' mate tearm, till hoary old age ſei" 


(29) -- NY 
of one daies time, bcholds both inf 
glory and ruine,its birth and barjq,' 
It's: no other then a light toug 
of natures tin&ure caft upon thy 
ekinne, and how ſuddenly hath] 
wiped off with a little {ickneflc or g.!. 
ther calualty , experience tells w;}' 
He that; had the choiſe of many thy. 
ſand faces, ( as well as a plenitug 
of all other enjoyments ) could ſg} 
towards the period of his Proverty] 
* that favour is deceitful, and beauty il 


f- 


valid authority , then this of thi 
wile-mans, that will maintain thy 
contrary. | 
Nor does Strength and Vigour off 
bogic ( which is more chiefly appro|; 
priated to our own ſex) carry with 
It a lefle proportion of frailty, thak 
the former : for thongh we coullf 
ſaktcine and hold it up to its ultiF 


oy 4 


upenus; Alas! that's but a ſhot 
cimez Ic greetes us before we be #| 
ware,: often letting us know , I 
its decaying etfe&s, that it hath 


(28) 

by the hand; it ſhrivels our fleſh that 
before was brawney;weakens our ſinnes, 
that lately were ſtrong,and criples our 
joints that were nimble and aQive , 
and fteales away (though almoſt by 
inſenfible degrees ) that natural heat 
and yigorous warmth, whereby e- 
very part became enlivened and 
comfortably refreſhed. But it may 
be obſerved, that many times,cither 
ſolitary ſicKneſſe or ſome waſti 
malady, prevents the decayings an 
debilitations of age, and ſo ſubjects 
the ftouteſt man to a low condition, 
and palls the firongeſt upon his 
knees, caufing him to confeſfe with 
the holy Preacher, that * youth as well x gccter 
# childhood is vanity. Another thing 
which ſeizes many,and hurries them 
keadlong to their own ruine( unleſs 
't well grounded upon pious princi- 

; ples) is an Excefle of worldly Plea- 
7 ſures, which may not improperly be 
+ calledvanity in the abſtrg&, a meer 
"} extempory flaſh , far more imaginary, 
' then real, which for the moſt pare 
| dies in the birth : But admir them 


. permanent; yet the conſideration 
- C2 of 


(29) .F 
of thoſe direfal effeAs they prodyg 
adminiſters matter enough for n 
t hing & deteſtation ofthem, & grouy 
enough to deterre every conſcieng, 
ous Chriſtian from an eager purſyy 
after them, or delight in them, 
One would tremble to think why 
dangerous incendiaries they arety 
luſt; and that ſo emaſculates all th 
powers of the ſoul, that its noble} 
operations become brutiſh : It by 
gets a wanton eye, a laſcivious ears, 
obſcene talk, unclean and filthy jeſt 
beſides many other ſecret abomiina 
tions, not to be conceived witha: 
horrour, much lefſe to be mention 


Is 
Therefore if we look upon ſenſy 
al pleaſures , as they are in themſeljp 
vain and tranfitory; or in their vik 
conſequenſes baſe and impious, the 
deſerve not to have harbour in a ſv, 
ber mind : but rather to be ejedtd, 
and utterly baniſhed from' out 
thoughts, as contemprible , and ur 
worthy of our notice. 
Thus I have plainly laid down. 
the vanity and ſhort A b 
LE tele 


(30) 


theſe laſt mentioned earthly felici- 
ties; and we may be (atisfyed, thar 
all other temporal enjoyments are 
ſabje& ro the ſame fate and mortali- 
ty. What can we hx oureyes upon, 
chat does not admoniſh us of our 
frailty ? Do not all our fellow- 
creatures dy for us or by us ? The 
bright{ome cheerful day,diflolves in» 
to dark and melancholy night : The 
fruit-bearing-trees, and other plea- 
ſant plants of the earth, ſuffer an 
Autumnal nakednefle: . Thebeami- 
ful face of that common mother of 
us all, doth once in each twelve mo- 
neths time reſemble death. Oh ! 
what a {tupendious height of madneſs 
is it in any worthles miferable mor- 
tal, to think he can extract a con- 
tinuance of happineſs out of an; inch 
of time ! That Chymifiry or ſacred 
art is onely proper to him,to whom 
all things are poſſible : That - Al- 
mighty power: can' draw- forth the 
vaſt ſpaces of eternity out of a mo-. 
mient of timezcan contrad the ſwel- 
ling Ocean into: the compats of a 
nut-{hell, and the capacious Earth 

C 3 into 


into a grain of ſand, and is able v 
accompliſh thoſe things, which a 
tenne thouſand degrees beyond thy 
reach of all bamane capacity and.j,"- 
magination. - | + 
Do we then upon ſerious conſy|, 
deration manifeitly diſcern the fg”; 
ding tranficorineffe of accumulayy| 
Riches, of adored Honour, of ſhi. 

ning Beauty, of vigorous Strength, if 

delightful Pleaſures; yea and of Lik: 

it felf, and whatever elfe can bes 
ieemed as dear and precious toy! 
in this world ; and can we(upon fs - 
cond thoughts ) ſo fix our hearts 
them, and. doat after them, ag #4 
be troubled and deje&ted with:ay: 
parting from them ? Sure it betraig; 
a great meaſure of folly in any aty,- 
to bewaile and affli&t himſelf forgy 
lofle of that which he knowes myb 
certainly decay and vaniſh : yer fug- 
is the nature and condition of eat; 
ly-minded-men, whoſe wills are þ 
vitiated, affetions miſguided ,aw 
underſtandings dark*ned, that thy 
cannot ſee further. But wiſe Chil 
filans will value good things accort. 
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ing to their continuance,and there- 
fore ſet their hearts upon thoſe un- 
ſpeakable , and inviſtvle comforts 
of a better lifezas knowing( or at leaft 
cruly believing Jthac the things which 
are not ſeen, are both happy and 

etctnal. 
Therefore Iler's be perſwaded, as a 
counter-ballance to the Creatures 
vanity ( baving already feen how 
fraile and tranſitory all outward and 
earthly enjoyments are, though 
their enticements be never ſo many, 
and ſeem to hoſd forth promiſes of 
a faire and pleaſing netare)Readfaſtiy 
ſo fix our ſoules on thoſe things 
which are of a more Celeftial con.. 
cernment, thoſe ineſtimable Riches 
that are treaſnred up in heaven, 
where neicher moth nor raft can 
ever pollibly corrupt, nor theeves 
breake through and featec, which are 
beyond all thoughts of diminution 
or decay. Oh that we could ſatisfy 
our {elves with an holy and humble 
contemplation of thoſe unſpeakable 
and unparallell'd joies, wherewith 
the glorifyed Saints and Angels arc 
GC 4 per- 
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perpetually happied, and whereof!” 


there is a plentiful portion reſerve 


and appointed ( through the boun. 
titul providence of the moſt High) 
We | 


for every true pious believer! 1 
do but caſt our ſouls pon that im. | 

moveable rock (Chriſt Feſus)and lay}. - 
hold on him by a ftedfaſt faith, we 


may be confident, there ſhall not be | |, 


one mercy, that reſpeCts our erernal 
happineſle, withheld from us, as is 
very clear and evident by ſacred Scri. 

pture- authority, What perſon then, 
that hath but a (parke of grace, 
can afflikt and macerate himſelf , - 
for the want and depriyation of 


thoſe creature-comforts, which are 
doom'd to a fading mortality,when 


he may upon ſuch ſoul-ſolacing,and - 
ſaving tearmes become undoubted 
heice of all thoſe glorious promiſes, . 

that are recorded in Holy J/rit, ( in'- 
and through the merits of Chriſt); 
and have as great a {hare in that hea-!; 
venly inheritancegas the higheſt Angel: 

hath? I ſay, then who would trou: ;, 


ble hi:afelf about the trifles of this 4 
world ? K 
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Or although there be a conflu- 


| or and contingyance of all 


| 


earthly endearments z yet they fall 
infinitely ſhort of ſatisfaction;which 
is another particular I ſhall crave 
Jeaveto infift on; not doubting to 
ofter ſomething that may not onely 
appear, but prove conſiderable. As 


- firtt, ſappoſe that Life ic ſelf (with- 


out which allearthly things amount 


to nothing ) were protrated to the 


utmoſt length of Methauſala his age; 


and then witha)l conſider that ori- 
ginal guilt and corruption, which 
18 derived from the loines of our firſt 
Parents, whereby our whole man be- 
came-depraved, and Joſt,(in reſpect 
of our firſt ſtate of innocency ) and 
alas! we ſhall find very ſmall ſatis- 
faction in this length of daies : we 
ſhould be either much unſatisfyed , 
and out of order : we ſhould grow 

inſufierably 
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(35) k 
inſafferably weary of our ſelves,andf 
the world, making it our dayly fu 
to be difſolved, and ſo exiled fron, 
this unpleafing Pilgrimage. \'Y 
It we caſt our eyes on thoſe,why/ 
age Providence hath drawn forth by-, 
to ſeventy or eighty years, forth, 
moſt part we ſee them miſerably g: 
red and incumbred, crying and c, 
ling out for death, to releaſe tha; 
from that burden. And certainly,j, * 
their lives ſhould run torth into; 
larger term, ic would be atrendiy 
with a greater meaſure of toilſoms» 
nefſe and trouble. | 
Then again, admit that to lengl, 
of daies there were added, a fulnek ;. 
of earthly bleſſings, and thoſe fret- 
from many perplexicies and grit” 
yances, wherewith they are cow 
monly accompanied; yet very lit 
ſatisfation could the ſoul rect 
from them, or find in them : uy 
without doubt if any thing of tr. 
conteritment and of a comfortabl. 
durance could have been foundu, 
them, Great and wiſe Solomon, thi: 
had the full command and _ ; 
me 


| 
| 
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” ment of themall, upon the faireſt 
7 conditions that the earth could al- 


low , would have afforded them a 
more favourable Chara&er, then 
vanity of vanities : and why we ſhould 
expect more from them, that have 
them upon far meaner termes, then 
that wiſe Monarch had, is to. me no 
lefle then a Paradox > Norcan TI ra> 
tionally apprehend,why any ſhould 
promiſe to himſelf a felicityin thoſe 
things, which daily and hourly ex« 


_ perience renders not only diffatisfa- 


ory but miſerable, If we look up=- 
on the rich and covetous perſon(for 
indeed they are ſe]dome ſeparable ) 
who , though he hath heaped up 
worldly wealth, to a ſeeming: inex- 
hauſtible ſtore,and as much as would 
probably ſatisfy many moderate- 
minded- men; yet we ſhall hear hic 
expreſſe a want of ſomething, till 
vehemently craving, and inordi- 
nately deſiring more : Though his 
ſubſtance be never ſo vaſt, it's too poor 
and narrow for his avaritious mind: 
The eye and the ear (thoſe twins and 
parvezors for the fleſb ) till remain 


un- 
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(37) . IR 
unfatisfyed , and thereupon. th* 
heart ſaies, it's not enough : th. © 
more it hath, the more it crave n 
diſcontentedly afflicting it ſelf,wha® 
It cannot attain to the utmoſtey,, 
tent, of its boundleffe and unlimjg 
ed defire, Nor is the proud and am, 
bitious man lefſe perplext. whenhy 
cannot reach to the height of thy 
honour, which his lofty ſpirit look 
at : His aſpiring choughts yil/ 
prompt him to leave no wales © 
meanes unaſſayed (though never (7. 
dangerous and unwarrantable) when. 
by he may poſſibly accompliſh tha, 
which his thirſty mind aimes at; a 
we may plainly ſee in Hamans cak, . 
If in the next place we obſerveth 
Voluptious perfon,who bathes hin: 
ſe]fin pleaſures, and ſwims throug 
times ſwift current, with as mud 
vain mirth and jollicy, as a create 
capaciry can ſuggeſt ; yet all this (ub|. 
fices not , ſo light and airie are al 
delights of this nature, that thy 
paſſe away like a ſhadow, and at 
many times gone in the very mo” 
ment oftheir enjoying ; In fo my 

| endl, 


: (38) 
” that for the moſt pare thoſe men 
” which are voluptuouſly given , are 
* forced to feed their humours upon a 
| ſtock of paſt pleaſures , ſuffering 
i their thoughts to run over With a 
kind of pleaſing liberty (though in- 
' deed a moſt finful licen cioutfnefle ) 
/ the former paſſages of their vitious 
and voluptuous lives. And all this 
C if rightly conſidered ) is fo farre 
from adminiſtring true content,that 
itaggravates their miſery, by con« 
trakting a double depravity and 
guilt upon their own ſouls, which 
will one day refl:& upon their miſ- 
carriages with ſorrow and ſadnefle, 
- and bitterly condemne their own 
folly for giving way to ſuch irreli- 

gious and horrific courſes, 

Further it we Iook upon the 


Strong and Valiant man,we ſhall ſee 
how fraile and unſatisfying that is 


/ ( as I havebefore more fully decta* 
red ) and how ſoon the moſt aQive 
and vigorous ſtrenyth becomes weak= 
neffe, either through the decaying 
of age, fſicknefſe, or other accidents. 
Sampjen ( ſo famous in Holy Frit ) 

. - Wat 
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(39) 
that had as much cauſe to boggyt | 
"—_— in that particular as every 

y, having thereby done ſueb uy b 
rallelP'd things, as almoſt exceed 
belietez yet how ſuddenly he whh « 
5. bereft of all that power and ftreayl : 
4 * after he had diſcovered the ca 1 
thereof to his Dalilab ) is notoria K 
ly known. I mighe runne intoy | 
exolitundi of Inſtances, of the cf 
tures diflatisfaftion, were it not nf | 

| 
| 
( 
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ther to protra& time, then affonþ 
content+ Theretore in a word. tha 5 
Thar if all the pleaſures and profins 
earthly concernments and enjoy." 
ments of ten thoufand worlds wen! 
heaped together, and became a mo. 
nopoly ; There is not ſo much e<${ 
Cacy to be found in all as would Al 
tiate the deſires of one: Immortal ſul 
and the reaſon is this; for that thy; 
are of a fraife and tinite nature ; ani} 
the ſoul purely infinite; they artfs 
material, but the ſoul immaterial! 
they are of a droſly ſubſtance, but. | 
the ſoul made up of Sis: facubÞ 
ties; ſo that there can be no mon 
true fc]lowſhip betwixt them thet 


(40) 

there is betwixt light and darknefle, 
# which ftand at an irreconcileable 

diftance. 
Therefore ſince it appears that the 
* choiſeſt ofall ourward endearments 
are ſo little ſatisfying,C or rather (0 
* much difſatisfaQtory ) It may induce 
. us to give them a proportionable 
/' value and no more, and to fix our 
hearts and afteCtions on thoſe higher 
things that are of a more durable fub- 
ſtance; which we may be certain will 
* not percurb our ſpirits, nor ſubje& 


; diſcontent. -. 


EEC PEE EIS $4040 
3. PARAGRAPH, 


Nd becauſe there may be ſome 
In the worle that are more apt 
© be deterred from what they en- 


+ danger then any other conſideration; 
; 1 ſhall therefore now ihew, how pe- 


; us to this deſtroying diftemper of 


. Cline to , by an apprehenſion of 


11}lous It is, to overprize earthly 


comforts 


_ "thoſe that have intereſt and afha b 


wy (41) i 
comforts; and rhat will appear; 
in regard it atfronts the ma efty 
the moſt High : for we leffen 
eſteem, which we ought to eny 
tain of the Almighty , when WK 
overvalue thoſe things which 
ſubordinate : | then conſequent 
this error muſt be ecxnowlef* 
ged to De - exceeding dang ? 
rous : Oh! How can that Gy" 


endure, ( whoſe bounty treely 4, 


penſeth it ſelf to the relief of 4: 
in him ) to ſee his creatures valuj ; 

| RY F-1 
above himfelt ! It will vex a nay; 
ral man to fee his favours teaſtedq' 
and his perſon contemned, tol; 
beaten with his own weapon ; Hd s 


may it much more provokerhe fin 1 


anger of the Onmnipotent God to bei”; 
forth and conſume thoſe that crea; 
to themſelves an heaven on Earl; ; 
who though they live and ſabſiſt yp; 
on mercy, yet under value the Git: 
Giver and Author of it : For this 
undenyable that where the creatuyh 
is overvalized the Creator is unde* 
valued ; and to ſpeak it with ret; 
ren. 

W 
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rence ) we do then as much as in Us 
lies to degrade the Deity, and debaſe 
he Majcfty of our heavenly Father : 
we ought to be very circumſpect in 
[this particular, and armed with a- 
bundance of caution, againſt the 
Hnfinuations and attcmpts of ' our 
Mubtile and deceitful enemies who ly 
Tn waite, and are ever ready to 
#-orompt us tocnormities of this na- 
V aure. Satan ſeeks all advantages to 
t avithdraw our affetions from God, 
Fand to that end preſents us with the 
"world laid forth in ll its varicty, 
* nd in its moſt amiable dreſſe, and 
Tf chat take us, he hath gained great 
ny part of his defigne; for by the next 


"Tepree fe thinks to make us h11s own: 
*ZAnd then the World, though a ſeen - 
4 Ing friend, becomes a reall enemy, 
"and contributes to Satans Defign , 
nd like a cheating Gameſter ſuffers 
Us to win at firſt , that at laſt ke may 
go 2way with all: He courts us with 
Uniling flateries and pleaſing pre- 
'"tences, uncill he hath engaged us; 
and then he makes us vaſlals. 


- 


H 1 , 
*: Nor are our corruptions idle, but 
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\ 43/ 
ready to entertain the world 
braces, and like Tinder fly jy 
flame upon the firſt touch. InWi 
regard we onght to be very ca! 
how and upon what termes we WF 
verſe with the world, that we j 
not be involved in danger. 
falnefle of the.carth is madey! 
many ingredients, and thought! 
are for the moſt part of a groſs nai® 
and therefore lefſe taking; yet i® 
are mixt with ſome that have 4 
ring baits ,and ſo attra& our aff 
ons; when alas, in the end they 
into emptines and can never (af 
the better part of man( the 
but many times hazard the Iof 
that molt precious Jewel, that 
ſo dearly purchafed with an In 
mable Pricz, ( the Innocent bi 
of the Lord Jeſws)to recover whiaht 
the powers on earth cannot lend 
leaſt alliance. ” 
And that which yet brings n 
danger, the fulnefle of the worl 
tainted with poiſon, with finne 
the curſe of God. Aud what pvﬀy 
lure can any man take to drin 
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1at cup that's mixt, with poiton, 
hough it be never fo ({weet and deli- 
50U5 fo the taſte ? Beſides it's a moſt 
efiling ſubſtance; for vwhatſvever 
e heart converſes with that's worſe 
en ic felf, ir receives pollution 
ence and ſo becomes corrupted. 
And though we have never ſo great a 
arc of this fulneſſe, it fails below 
Wc expectation, ſinck it as Jowe as 
ecan. And that which is yet more 
ngerous; It cofis us many thou» 
d times more then It is worth : 
r precious time, which was alot- 
Hl us for a better improvement:our 
kr and daily thoughts that wcre 
en us to feed on higher things » 
d ofcen takes up our Immortal fouls 
ich thould not tix on finite objeds : 
hat here's a large ſtock laid out 
Wit: abundance of care to get ir; 
Wremity of fear to Keep it; and 
y times exceeding much gricf to 
WF it. And being obtained and 
eld with all this difficulty, ic 
W make us miſerable,but dever tru- 
make us happy. Oh! Then, 
Mc nan alive (unleſle he be given 
. D 2 over 
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C45) \ 
over to adt his own ruin ) thath* 
a God to ſerve, and a ſoul to 
an heaven to hope for , and an. 
to fear; fins to avoid, and Gn. 
to acquire; will imploy his th 
his thoughts, his intereſt to be - 
the world's Favourite, when they. 
frultion of earthly things in © 
higheſt felicity a ppears ſo day- 

ous? Lets rather be willing to Þ 
with all that's dear anddeligh;, 
tous in this life, then run ſo gi 
an hazard as the diſpleaſure of 7 
and thelofſe of our own fouls, I 
be reaGy upon every occaſion to, 
off theſe incumbrances, that inyyg, 
our progrelle in our ſpiritual con, 


"i 


and chearfully embrace thoſe hey 
and advantages that may direQti 
further us in our way to hea'y, 
ward, where wethall enjoy how 
without envy ; ſollace without! 
row ; felicity without frailty ; *@; 
comfort withour end. # 
ell 
by 
th 
4 iſe! 
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Aving laid down the danger that 
involves all thoſe whoſe hearts 
*arc [:t forth to an over-high valuing 
P of creature-comforts : I ſhall nexr 
eximine, what a perplexity and 
fiſtemper is uſually wrought both 
Fn che bodies and ſouls of thoſe thar 
L Rave over-full eftates: and alſo what 
"a torment It is to them, when they 
Mare forced to pare with them, or 
otherwiſe ſuffer a declenſton in their 
© onour and greatneſlſe, C eſpecially 
"if they be ſuch as are meerly morall. } 
"'Txperierice tells us, that exceſs 1s 
Factended with ſickneſs,and ſaperflui- 
" produces a world of diſcaſes , 
"ncither of which are ordinarily 
Rtained to wichout over-plentifall. 
eſtates, Obſerve that man whoſe 
curious and craving palate is (ach , 
that he cannot endureco ſatisfy him. 
MRIF with Come diſhes that age choice, 
| D 3 bar 
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but will extend his command ty 
ſuperfluous variety of them, a 
after he hath fed ſo long as najy* 
will admit him,many times quarr 
with bimſelf, becauſe bis itomg* 
will nor receive another courſe |, 
choicer morſels, but becomes play 
upon the very ſight of them : ſo th 
hence proceed (urfets, feavouniſ- 
diſtempers; and abundance of oth ' 
maladies that cry out for the Pbyfy 
an; who (hal! now be in more requd 
then the Cook, and a ſecond ſicknef 
muſt endeavour to cure the fir/t.Th 
health which is one of the great{ 
ot ſublunary mercies, muſt be wa 
tonly defiroyed, or at leaft be(/ 
impaired, as will render ſuch a pe. 
{on in a decaying ſickly conditig 
{o long as his Lite laſts : Whena 
the contrary he'to whom provide 
hath allowed a imall portion in tl 
world, eats and drinks proportio 
ably, and fo lives ata comfortall 
diſtance from ſuch diſtempers. 
Beſides, {ſo great are the troubles th 
for the moſt part waite on a fu 
efate, that me thinks a due confid 
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ration of them , might endace us to 


+ reſt ſatisfyed with a little. - Firſt, 


Envy is an' unavoidable companion 
of Greatneſſe, this body can never 
walk without that ſhadow, they are 
inſeparable: when on the contrary 
it ſcarce ever looks at a mean Con- 
dition:low ſhrubs are (eldome truck 
with lightning; It is the lofty proud 
Cedars that are moſt lyable to thoſe 
devouring flames. David while he 
tended his fathers flocks lived merrily 
and without diſturbance; but when 
he onceapproachesthe CourtCthough 
by Sacred Elefion and pr 
and becomes arreſted with applauſe 
and greatnefſe ; then emulation and 
envy, deſpight and malice, purſue him 
cloſe at the heels; and though he 
torſake the Court, and wander in the 
Il ilderneſſe, thither theſe blsod-bounds 
tollow him : If he fly to the land of 
the Phzliſtines, they'le find him out, 
and chaſe him to Ziklag : and though 
at laſt he arrive at his juſt Throne , 
and there hopes to breath a little af- 
ter all theſe tedious Encounters, yet 
ill he's accofted with unquietnefle, 


D 4 and 


a 7 
and .forced in a moſt patbeticall anyh, 
(enſible manner to cry out * Lord 
' member David and all his troubles. Thy 


many are betrayed by their wealthF 


Þ 


and their very greatneſſc creates 1” ] 


Judge to condemne them as maleſs,, 
Ctorss + 
E 

( 


He that falls from an high preci. 
pice,cannot probably avoid bruilſey; , 
but he that ſuffers a fall on eva 
ground, is lyable to little or ny 
_harm. ls it not then much better ty, 
be ſafe in a lowe condicion then 
mounted high and ſubject to ſo much}; 
peril? And then further, greatneſz}” 
can never continue withou vexati.'. 
ous and diſquieting cares ; that are 
ever ready to perplex both bed and? 
board, co diſtra& our ſleep, dilgut® 
our meat, embitter our pleaſures, 
and ſhorten our daies. - Nor are the 
holyeſt of men free or exempted: 
irom theſe perturbations : By how 
much the higher they are advanced 
in outward things, ſo much the more 
trouble and vexation they {hall meet 
with(either in reſpe& of inſtrument 
Or otherwiſe ) in the manger , 

TOR 
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NE.toſe affaires : For where earthly 
»F.omotion is, diftra&tion ( in ſome 
UW degree) inſeparably attends ic. That 
i” made Gregory, ( none of the worſt 
1 Biſhops of Rome ) paſſionately com- 
© plain of the clog of his high prefer- 
ment, confelſing though he was out- 
Þ wardly advanced, he was inwardly 
5 dbaſed; and that the burthen of his 
n honour did inſufferably depreflſc 
W him, and his innumerable cares 
0; diſquier him on all ſides. It was 
an” obſerved by the Fewiſp Dodors , that 
bs 7oleph the Patriarch , was of a ſhorter 
kJife then the reſt of his brethren, And 
this reaſon they render of it, that 
ſe his cares were ſo much the more and 
ud? greater, as his place and imployment 
f*; was higher. 

, And further, ſad experience tells 
& Us, that Honour is rarely upheld 
4': without finne, and that grievous 
v temptations follow great Eſtates. 
d'- The * holy Apoſtle Paul brands wealth 
e With deceitfulneſſe; for that it cheates 
t many men of their ſoules, and fo 
4 TrObbes them of thoſe everlaſting 
f treaſures, that are preſerved from all 
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corruption and decay, whereof { 
might have been made partakerggy/ 
not their hearts been 7nordinahds 
on this thick clay, this mammon 
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K 
world. - 
And itis incredible to think,if 
what torment earthly men partwif 
this traſh. How many men havely 
their lives, rather can they war 
loſe their bagges; or at leaſt ru 
themſelves into fuch excremityq 
danger to preſerve them, that 
hav: ever after lived miterably?. 
that which is yet more inſufferath 
grievous and lam:mtavle,is the gr, 

Account that will inevitably ſucort 
theſe large entertainements, atth. 
laſt and General day of Judgemen) 
when every one {hall be ſummond 
to anſwer for what hath been doy 

in the fleth, and how they have in 
ployed (or rather improved ) tho 
have been ir:truſte 
with. Ol! How terrible will i 

be then for thoſe to appear befor. 
the Majeſty of Heaven, that han, 
made Gold their Gd ? That in ti 
lite have doated. upon a moments, 
L10t 
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time, and fo much ſleighted the vaſt 
ſpaces of cternity ? Sure it muſt 
be very difficulc , (if not impoſlible) 
for ſuch to make a faire reckoning, 
in the failing whereof they become 
perpetually miHerable. And that 
conſcience that before ſeemed dead, 
will contribute to the ſoules affliQi- 
on and ſorrow, and bring freſh to 
mind thoſe evils it hath formerly 
delighted in. 

Now if theſe ſeveral particulars 
be lummed up, as firſt, thoſe tedious 
indiſpoſitions and diftempers of bo- 
dy, occaſioned through an Excefle : 
Then thoſe extraordinary tronbles 
and perplexities of mind raiſed by 
inordinate and ſollicitons cares , 
for the fupport of greatneſſe ; toge- 
ther with that Mortal hatred and jin- 
ful emulation incident to a full Eſtate; 
beſides the vexation in parting with, 
and torment in accounting for this 
woridty pelfez znd that which is moſt 
dreadful , the hazard of loſing our 
Immortal (onis: certainly theſe con« 
liderations duely weighed , and fe- 
rlouſly thouglit on, have ſufficient 
IOrce 
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force to deterre any ſober. mind} 
Chriſtian from running on to a dj; 
light of theſe drofley and pc rplexiny 
vanities, theſe rotten earthly tres. 
ſures. Therefore ſteadfaſtly eyeing 
theſe many Inconventences, we Oupht 
rather earneſtly to pray , that wi 
may be freed from the occalions «| 
them, (which appears by what hath 
been ſaid, to be outward pompe an( 
ſecular greatneſſe_) then in theleq} 
meaſure to be afflicted tor the wan 
of them, when at beſt and in thei 
higheſt capacity, they may perpla 
us, but never really content us, 
Obje&. It may be objefed, that it's, 
farre eaſter thing to ſay we may be bappi) 
contented , and ſatisfyed in the want i 
tleſeworidly advantages, then to be tru”. 
ſo indeed; and that the praciije is fart 


more difficult then the profeſſzon+ 


Anſw. I confefle it is ſo, and that 
all have nor learned that Divine Art. 
they mult de diligent diſciples in th: 
{chool of Chriſt before they can tak: 
forth this leſſon , and become pro- 
ficients : Neverthelefle if cheſe par- 


riculars I have already inſifted on, : 
w 
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well confidered, as the unſtable and 
monentany condition of all chings 
here belowe, and how unſatisfying 
they are in their greateſt confluence 
and abundance; together with that 
exceeding danger that ariſes by an 
over-high eftimation of them; and 
alſo the many and great diſtempers 
and diſtraftions that attend both bo- 
4 dyandſoul, in thefruition of them 
; andpaiting with them; and likewife 
{ the terrour in accounting for them. 
{ Thele with ſuch circumſtances and 
enlargements as our hearts will be 
ready to find out and ſuggeſt : will 
in ſome degree learne us how to 
| want. 
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at ini regard all are not thus qua- 
lityed, I will endeavour to {hew 
the difference betwixc thoſe that 
know how to diſpence with the 
want of creature-comforts, and 
thoſe 


uo i EAA.” ib — 


. -, a. . ahi aw. . 


wy Ce teen are 
© ies Son a ts wm” 
= . 


_ - 
i. TOR—_  _—__— — mr I— _ PR -* —_——— 


| * Pſal.23. 


_ a « _ — - -'* - 
oa” EE 


I « 


9d; 


lefle eſtate : but they conclude that * 


- 
thoſe that donot. The firſt ſort, 
principally (ſuch, as have learned wv 
frame their mindes ( with as mud 
exaQnefle as may be)to their eſtaty# 
All ſatisfation and contentmey} 
ariſes from this very conjunGtion (vf. 
ſuitables ;a convenient with a a 


venient : hethat hath never fo yg 
an eſtate, if his heart be not framg} 
tO it, cannot be (atisfyed. And oy} 
the other hand if his fortune be ne. 
ver (0 mean and poor; it his hean}. 
be ſuited to it, he's content, ,an(F 
enjoles himſelf with much telicity, | 
Thar perſon knowes how to lack, 
that can ſpeak with the ſame faithful |; 
heart in Davids language, * Th} 
Lord is my Shepherd, and therefore can [| 
lack nething, And, that can alſo | 


Fl _ willingly imbrace that ſaving exhor- | 
j | *Pſal.34 


tation of this good King , in ano* | 
ther place, * O fear the Lord, ye that be | 
his Saints; for they that fear Him lack | 


no!ving, It cannot be denyed, that | 
many Servants of God enjoy but 

{mall portions in this world, and | 
may be reduced from a greater toa þ 
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the wiſe providence of God finds it 
good for them therefore they will 
humbly ſubmit and ſubmiſſively 
ſtoop to that Divine Hand, and ſub- 
ject themſelves lowe at the feet of 


the Almighty, and with much pari- 


ence endure what ever the Lord ap- 


points them, and can with * Paul * aA.xs. 


and Silas, rejoice irvtheir tribulati- 
on( if they becalled to it. ) Theſe 
know how to want, and neverthe- 
lefſe fairhfully rely upon that G od 
which gave them a being, and walk 
conſcionably before him, truſting 
that he who is Lord of the whole 
earth, and the fulneſie thereof, will 
not permic their carefull and pious 
endeavours tO go Weeping away: bur 
will in his own due and appointed 
time, (when moſt agreeable to his 
Sacred Fill) vouchſate them a better 
being. O! What an happy eſtate 
have thoſe arrived at, that can im« 


- prove mifery to fuch an advantage ? 


That become richer by their want , 


and better by their effi&on ; & whoſe 
very infirmities afford them ſtrength ? 


This ſeems ſtrange to fleſh and blood, 
and 
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and a carnal mind will be read 
condemne it for an hereſy; yet ney 
theleſſe true with the children 
light, who are ſpiritually mind 
that are ſo much the purer, in 
gard they have paſted under the'h( 
of the refiner , and know howy 
blefle God, and content themſely 
in the loweſt condition. And 6 
doubele(s have the greateſt Intereſt 
that incorruptible inheritance, th 
Is laid up in heaven. 4 

Now on the contrary , ſuch as { 
unskilled in this art, of knowi 
wel how to wantzare firſt thoſe whi 
Indigence is accompanied with 
ftruſt, And though there be ma 
2racious promiſes that hold toi 
relief (or at leaſt ſapport) to tha 
that are ſubjeted to a mean cont 
tionz yet ſuch 1s their diffiden 
that they cannot cndure to waitet 
accompliſhment. It they receive n 
(upply in the very nick of time tt 
they expe it, they begin to deſpi 
of ever obtaining any: fo aptis d 
praved man to meaſure the mer 


and dilpenſations of the Almigl 
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the crooked line of his own ſenſe, 
id by this means irritates the Ma- 
ty of the moſt High, rendring bim- 
1t not only miſerable, but offen- 
(2 | 

There is a ſecond ſort whoſe po- 
rty is clogg'd with envy , they ab- 
prre to ſte any in a better condition 
en themſelves ; it matiy times 
oubles them more then their own 
nt: ſuch is the nature of this baſe 
fon, that it extends not onely to 
batred of others in reſpe& of their 
tward enjoyments; bac alſo, of 
2 goodnefſe that is in them. An 
10us perfon cannot endure to 


nce of his courſe of life, then 
nſelf; or that hath a faire repute 
onglt thoſe that are good; or that 
ieavours to avoid thoſe ways that 


uch a man proſper and flouriſh, 
a that raging monſter obſerves no 
nds; but runnes into all the in- 
rate eXorbitences that may be, and 
 qurrels with Divine Providence 

If, till he work his own ruine. 


E There 


old one that makes more con- 


iinfal and defiruRtive : eſpecially 
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bh There is a third fort whoſe } 
HH 'is accompanied with Pride , 
'though the very apprehenfig 
that condition, ſhould be a n 
| rather to hamble them,then tc 
up their hearts to ſuch a pre 
| rous Excefſe ; yet notwithſiy 
_ they ofcen become guilty in 
caſe, and ſuffer their lofty 1 
: to roave beyond their eſtates 
Rev- 3- of this. number were the * | 
| "7* Laddiceans, that eſteemed they 
rich, encreaſed with goods 
FEE wanting nothing,when-in trut 
+ if: * Pla were no better, then wretche 
"þ miſerable, poor, and blind, 
*Fecleſ. ked, This, proud conceit the ® 
L3H þ 25'2: Map inveighes againlt as at 
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nation. AST SNE: Þ "4 
| Moreover, there is another 
ft people, whoſe want 1s attend 
Mg rem abundance of impatience; by: 
meanes they do not only a 
their own affli&ion;but (tha 
15 more lamentable ) they pl 
and ftirre'up the difpleaſi LEA | 
by a finfal murmuring and xi 
at his all-wiſe dealing, Wh 
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W:tcad of gaining reliefe to them- 

W1vcs, they add guilt to their miſery 
hich will one day prove a greater 
IM --ow to the ſoul, then the want of 
1 outward accommodations can 
ſſibly be ro che body. 
8 What a paſtonate humour (and 
nWch to be lamented ) was that of 
nic Prophet Fonab ; who being depri- 
$M of the prote&tion of that gourd, 
{Wich a few houres before had no 
ning; could, in the face of that God 

Ws 0ade both him and it, Cay, * *Jon-49: 

nW well to be angry, even to the death ? 
elec and many more, that I might 
nce in(ſhould 1 further run into 
icalars)know not how to want; 

are ſo much the more miſerable 

1 ſo to be pittyed) by how much 

eſſe knowledge they have in this 

lary Divine Art. Thus if we 

der and compare the particalars 
niifted upon, both in refpe& of 

4088 that know how to want , and 
/ oF that are ignorant thereof; we 
cy caltly diſcerne the difference , 

'r@F<< the vaſt diſproportion be- 

heſ# them, The firſt are meek and 

'Þ E 2 humble 
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kumble, the other are proud 4 
impatient ; the ſouls of the firſt; 
filled with. love and confident 
Gods mercies, the otber are enyi 
and diffidenc ; the one obſerve 
the diſpenſations of God wi 
_ - ſpiritual eye, the other lookesy 
_ with the EE ſenſe; ſo | 
there is as perfect anti 
twixt lightand taknels. "— | 

Therefore this ſhould engage 
through the afliffance of Alm 
God( whoſe help will never be 
nyed to thoſe that humbly, 
faichfully .implore it ) to ende; 
by all meanecs poflible, (od to | 
and digeſt aur wants, as that 
may neither indiſpofe us to hi 
cred ſervice; nor difturb our 
ſoules, and thereby {hut us 4 
| all hopes of that holy contentg 

which ſeaſons and (weetens « 
condition tous. _ 
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Ertainly we cannot be careleſle 
and neghijzent in this, if we con+ 
Jer the Celeſtiall eſtate of thoſe that 
ve contentedly, If there be any. 
appineſſe tnder the Sunne it muff 
> fixed here” | 

| For firſt ii we be freed from thoſe 
1xictics and diflurbances that all 
(contented perſons are lyable to, 
eſha8l] che better anſwer and manis+ 
t che end of our being, (which is 
ſerve our God in holyneffe and 
th ) we (ball be inveſted with a 
ler capacity for that purpoſe. 
d that's afelicity, beyond which 
mortal can attain to in this life: 
rr he that is once f(ettled in the 
vice of his Maker, dreads not 
work of extremities, in reſpe&t 
any permanent miſery they can 
ance him to :. For fo long ad his 
dnyerſation is above, what neek 
E 3 he 


he be afraid of any crofle accidy 
here belowe, ſince all things way 
together for the good of thoſe t 
fear God ? Whatever ſtormes 7 
he can anchor in a ſafe Har 
Whatever adverſaries he my 
with, he is ſufficiently armed ag 
them; for the Lord is his Shield: 
Backler, He's a preſent help in ti 
of trouble: and if occaſion bey{ 
hath a ſtrong Tower, a Rock off 
fuge, and a Caſtle of Defence toy 
treat to, that will ſecure him ink 
greateſt difficulty and danger. ' * 
Another Priviledge of thoſe 
live contentedly is,they comfort 
enjoy themſelves without wh 
(althongh a man poſſefſe the w 
world ) he's miſerable. That 4 
enjoyment is this, whena man 
peaceably and quietly attend, 
the ſervice of God, and his ow 
ling, without diftra&ion, and 
comfortably apply himſelf toi 
vocation that providence hat 
poOinred him in his Pilgrimage. '1 
What dothit availe this Empen 
_ that Monarch, though their 


z 
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a&.1 Governments extend as farre as 
& and, and their commands reach 
Wt Seas, when they can never ad- 
$.efſe themſelves to the managery of 
thoſe weighty affairs, that fall with= 


| 


U 
"tn the compaſſe of their Empires 
and Kingdowes without vexations 


| 


1nd diftrafting diſturbances 2 Do 
Whey not meet with daily and hour- 
ey troubles? Sometimes. they are 
fihreatned with Trvaſions from with- 
o 4/Hut, inſurreCtions within, and dif- 


Fontents on every fide; which di- 
 Marb their mindes in ſach an high 
Mceree, that their powers become 


rievous,and their Honours inſuffer- 
ply burthenſome. HR TAE EA 
Furthermore, that which addesto 
xe excellency of contentationz .It 
no where to be found, but with 
oe that are truly Chriſtians not. 
dminally but really : who ever elle 
etendes to it, will find he hath bur 
mall ſhare, if he examine himſelf 
a right rule, It's trye; many Mo- 
/ men may proceed far, and offer 
r to this particular: yer if they be” 
ought to the Teſte; It will be found 
E 4 they 
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they fall much below an holy «lf 
tentation, St. Paul the Great} 
_ of the Gentiles, could ſay after' 

converſion(not befereY* I bave leg 
" ed ;n what ſtate ſoever I am in, therny 

to be content: I know how to be ab 

and bow to abound. It was nor 
learned Gamaliel, at whoſe feet} 
fate, that learned him that Iefſyy* 
he had not that Divine skill ; ng} 
was his Heavenly Maſter that-tay 
bim this, and therefore he proj 
ſeth ir. And hence may we kn 
not only how toattain it, but q' 
how to value it. And by how wy 
the more difficulty it is obtained]. 
much the higher eftimation wep 
engaged to fet upon it; for ifi 
once arrive at this haven, welj. 
taken a degree in Heaven, and} 
the ok of our merciful Fa 
know how to be happy both in 
and abundance, What a rare 
excellent advantage is this, whay 
the midſt of troubles and comby 


F 
*H 


ons, how great, and of what ngj 
ſoever they be, a Chriſtian can 
fortly acquieſce,and enjoy that 
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q peace within,which the world Is noe 
worthy of, nor hath any acquaintance 

W with. W | 
Fl Though a man be otherwiſe never 
F ” fo well accompliſhed, never fo ex- 

4 quiſitely learned which I muft con- 

EF tcfſe is highly commendable; and 

tF could the face of humane learning 

MN  bepreſented in its beauty, and made 

Q obvious to every eye 3 Lam periwa= 

ded it would almoſt ravilh every ſpe- 

df &atorz ) yet without this inward 
, ſoul-ſatisfying peace,. all outward - 

'} acquirements, and naturall endow- 
W: ments would prove empty auddif- 


{ 


., ſatisfying, How nearly then it con» 
F; cernes 18,43 we tender our own f{atis- 
ft! faction and comfort, as we regard 
Hi. the ſervice of our Heavenly Father, 
(|; to ſend up our earneſt petitions to. 
a”; heaven,an ! to w forth al our pow» 
0 


#5 er and Intereſt for the purchaſing 
7 this precicus Jewel, which in the 
a; worſt of times will be of ſingular advare 
+ tage. 
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JT's true, to quiet our ſelves in th} 
"contrariety of eftates 1s difficult;f... 
yet: by the aſſiſtance of Gods hoh} 
fpirit, and the uſe of ſuch Sacr}j 
meanes as arc appointed, it may hi} 
attained to, That which moſt op-\ 


poſes us in this work, is our hl 


lous natures,that arc hardly brought 
to know what they would have; and!; 
when they have ir, are ignorant hon 
to approve of it. Many would} 
happy ; yetare extreamly unwilling, 
to part from their houſes of clay:! 
they love not to think of their dib; 
ſolution, ( which is the beginning! 
of true happiniſfe,ro thoſe that hay) 
made their calling and eleion ſure.) 
Fhey defire to have their lives pro. | 
longed, and drawn out to a large 
term, yet are loath to endure the 
troubles, and the decayings incident ; 
to old age. They expreſle a willing: 4 
FRE 0 nefſe| 
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" and that in no ſmall meaſare,' ſo 
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neſfe to be kept in order, and fo ta 
be made meet for their maſters uſe, 


yet cannot well digeſt the chaftiſe- 
ments of afflition. And thus in 
many inſtances of this kind, moft 
men ſuffer a diſtra&tion in the con» 
trariety of eſtates and conditions , 


Jong as perverſe nature is predomi- 
nant : But if once yore ſpiri= 
tual habir of the ſoul maſter and 
overcome that{otherwiſe untamea- 


ble) monſter; [rebellious nature I 


raean ) from thenceforth it becomes 
cowardly, unpowerful and dead, in 
reſpeCt of any prejudice it can pofli- 
bly reduce us to, Let our condition 
be what it will; we ſhall be enabled 
to reſt ſatisfyed ; which arrives us 
at ſome degree of perfe&tion. Ne- 
vertheleſſe ic muſt be acknowledged, 
that middle eftate, or Golden mean, 
which the wiſe Monarch's thoughts 


ſeemed to pitch on,(when he defired *Prov.30- || 
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*neither poverty,nor riches; bue that 
he might be fed with the food of his 
meet allowance,) isin all rationall 
apprehenſion the beft, and will moft 


pro- 


; 
* if 
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probably avoid thoſe perturhſ 
inconveniences that are incideng 
both extreames. For poverty, g m 
the one hand, (eſpecially if ic mw | 
with a man 'meerly natural ) wj x 
deject him lower in his though | h 
then che yery earth that bears hig T 
and be apt to render him farre nm 
deſp icabte.in his own eſteem, t{ |; 
{Qt 
' | 
| 
L 
| 
}F 
| | 
| | 
& 
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the want of ſubſtance makes þ vl 
poor. Nor doth it reſt herezbuc py 
ny times engageth him in a quart 
with his maker, and prompts vi 
to fly in the face of heaven; beca 4 
he is not mafter of a larger portinh 
of earth : And to contemne the j 
exhauſftibleT reaſures that are aboy 
becauſe he wants alittle tranſiragſ | 
traſh here below ; and thus at ow 


continues not only poor but offul 

—— þ 

' Soon the other band,he that's £ 
ted,in riches,and wallowes i in wed 
and rather prey's then feeds on tht b: 
fatnefſe of the earth, diſcovers u' 
much anqaietnes 1n his eſtate, as thai, 

that have but a skantling 's COmpR j 
red with his Fulneseſdes his andy; 


mite 


of 
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(70) 
| mited and avaricious defire impor - 
$ .unes for more, and with the horſe« 
| leech, ſtill cries, Give, Gzve 3 {el- 
' dome or never confidering how he 
# hath carried himſelf in his ſteward- 
| (hip; nor regarding what pious im- 
+ provement he ought to have made of 
; fa great a ſubſtance; nor minding 
that ſtri& account that will one day 
\ be exated, for the whole carriage 
|, of his life, and eſpecially for the 
{ managing ſuch a large pofleflion. 
” Alas ! theſe things are too often ex- 
| ildfrom his thoughts, ſo that he 
 growes Imperious, and that carries 
” him toa contempt of thoſe below; him ; 
| but in the end C to his miſery ) ſets 
| him at a greater diſtance from true 
* happineſſe, Thus both extreames 
> archazardous,unlefle they meet with 
: agracious heart, that like a skilful 


L 

Pilt, which way ſoever the wind 
” blowes, can ſteer them to his ad- 
vantage , and whenſoever ftormes 
; ariſe ( though never ſo boiſterous 
; and terrible)can provide for his own 
| afety. - How neceſfary is it then for 
* all that reſpe& their own happineſle, 


by 


, 
by all induſtrious meanes to 1ak 
and endeavour. after. this gra F+ 
habie of. the ſoul, that will:reng 
every condition lands, and evy 
tate comfortable, without whi 
we may only wiſh, bat never, :upi } 
ſuce grounds, hope for content 
mongft thoſe many crofle traverigy 
and contrarieties ' ot occahon this 
the. world prefents us with 2? :Thp 
wiſe Seaman, whoſe ſhip is cofſed 
the: angry Ocean with furious: af 
irreſiſtible waves, ' will be ready.a& 
feed the ſea with his fraughtrthoy 
neverſo rich) by.calting it overbog 
if he may thereby ſecure his own $: 
and his friends : Much more ought 
we, that are continually toffed in th 
troubled ſea of this werld,to caſt awas” 
all carnal afte&ions and worldly hs 
ſires, and willingly ſuffer a nepal, 
vation of earthly endearments. 
preſerve that main neceſſary,( a 
cious heart ) which will prove 4 
far greater moment then all ozt 
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His great advantage an holy 
J Tm; farnifheth us withall. It 


> ſeriouſly conſiders that Divine Pro- 
| "2 vidence orders and over-rules all E- 
| I | vents. Whatever is done in heaveri 
E or carth, is obedience to it : not fo 
7 as an hair from our heads fal- 

E leth, whereot God is Ignorant : no 

F cranſaRion whatſoever , reſpeQing 

' our ſpiritual or temporal eſtate ; but 

Þ falls under the cognizance of the 

$ | nigh That all- wiſe God mea- 
” ſures out to every creature ſuch a due 
fade hey as he knowes will tend 

i ; moſt effentially to his good : nor 
| will he ſuffer any one child of his 

* to want that, wherewith he ſhould 

b be truly betrered in the enjoyment 

” of it. Alas! Of our ſelves we are 

© moſt prone to{make choiſe of thoſe 

Þ ciing that affe& our ſenſe, and ap- 

q Pear amiable and delighful at ficf 
view, 


| (73) 5 
view, though otherwiſe they ij 
produce dangerons and defirif 
effets and conſequences. Whik 
would become ot us in this caſ 
it Almighty God did not dice& 
and like a mercitul Father, with® 
kind of Gentle compulſion , ew; 

force us to a reception and imbrays 

ment of thoſe better things, thi 
have regard to the glory of his nan 
and our own Eternall Welfare? | 
our ſtation were not fer us,we ſhoy 
refpe& no bounds, obſerve no limf 
but wander in thoſe wates that won 

deſtroy us: E 

There is tio outward conditig 
that can be univerſally good ford 
that which is healthful and nour 
ing meat for one, may prove a til 
dicine to another. The Turk fi 
food and Pbyſick in that Opium,whi 

would caff one of us into our H 

fleep : ſhould the painful daily | 
 Bourer, be confined to the Gent] 

mans dainty fare, it would elth 
r.aucerate his ſtomach, or leave 
to quarrel for ftronger provitolh 
What one loves another _ , 
09,944 
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hercfore providence furniſheth eve= 
ry one With that which 1s moſt fir 
or him ; although perhaps not al- 
ajes to our apprehenſion . There is 
ot a creature in the world bur is 
rrovided for by the Almighty : but 
Fre are altogether unfit to be our 
Dwn Carvers, for that we know no 
Ehncaſure. Tt is the Lord that lookes 
Yown from heaven ( ſaies the Pſal< 
Si) he beholds all the ſons of men; 
rom the place of His habitation, 
Je lookes upon all the inhabitants 
f the earth; and to thoſe whom 
e hath given a being, makes ſuch 
rovition for, as is moſt agreeable 
his wiſdome and their condition, 
d will , out of the aboundance 
= his loveC in his own appointed 
e give them ſuch helpes, as may 
nd to their better being. Certainly 
gc muſt betray a world of infidelity, 
vc donot believe that God infinitely 
ſe doth know what is beſt for us, 
oby his immenſe wiſedome hath 
med theearth, and by his under- 
MWding hath eflabliſhed the beavers ; 
" whoſeknowledge the depths are 
vP F broken 


(75). 
broken up, and the clouds dy 
down dew. Nor is his mercyl# 
infinite to wilt what he knoweyh 
for us: He opens his hand ( fa 
David ) and fſatisfyes the defira® 
every living thing ; but eſpeci 
fulfils the defires of them thath# 
him, and gracioully preſerves the 9 
that love him-His power is alſoifh; 
nite to do what He wil;:in whoſe i is 
hand is length of dates., and inf 
left hand riches and honour. |'# 
he that is ſteadfaſtly pertwadedi 
that over-ruling power, and Sy 
intendency, that Divine Providght 
bath over all perſons and occalighh 
cannot but be well fatisfyed,j 
ſubmit himſelt torally to the 
will; and in what condition | 
ver he be, with Chriitian wiſed 
and meckneffe (ay , It's the. 1%: 
dealing, let him do what he wht 
What croſs or calamity ſoeverd 
us in this life, is endured withn 
more eaſtnefle, if we con{ider; 
Providence takes notice of it; a 
it be for righteouſnefſe ſake, 
r.ot only relieve us, but rewa 
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(76) 
| tor our ſufferings, Very rarely hath 
any. Child of God, fainted under 
 afijFtion , that hath but ſeriouſly 
> eyed Providence in its ſeveral diſpen- 
© (ations, and faithfully endeavoured 
5 co make ſuch an holy ufe of them, 
£45 becomes thoſe that live under the 
>.Government of ſuch a ruling Majeſty, 
Mr's true, Gods waies are as farre a- 
Ebove our waies, as heaven is above 
earth, and therefore are not ſo eafie 
Wo be diſcerned by the ſonnes of men, 
Fet a ſteadfaſt and well-graunded 
aith will very much ſupply our de- 
ets in this particular; and we may 
xeverthelefle juſtly admire, what we 
annot fully comprehend : and this 
ay be taken for granted, that there 
$ not any imaginable accident .in 
e world, that befals thofe that 
ave an intereſt in God, but it hath 
ſecret ſaving end in it, though it is 
dt immediately made obvious to 
e eyes of rhoſe it reſpe&s z nay, 
ough it carry never ſo ſeeming an 
tipathy, as to their wills and pro- 
nhons., All men naturally deſire 
epjoy health, without which all 
Þ 2 others 
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other outward enjoyments havight 
reliſh, yet, Sacred Providence w 
find that bodily ſickneſle is effeny 
to our fouls health. Life is likew# 
mach eſteemed by us, but if He this 
_ gave it,hath appointed that nathig 
leſs then death can render us gh 


. ous, ſure we ought to be well ſai. 
'\ 


> 
& 
* 


fyed. Wecannot but betray a mw/ 
of weaknels, if we do not exprekj\ 
earneſt and real willingneſs, to p< 
with a life, of a ſpan long ( wii 
-for the moſt part is attended wy 


trouble and grief ) for that whit 
fu] of bliſs to all eternity. Wi 
ſoever the dealings of the Almight 
are, they ſhould have a ſanCiif 
influence upon our hearts. Anlws' 
ble and (ſerious obſervation of epi 
ſtep of Gods providence, will n# 
improve our ſpiritual tock, andts 
able us to bear any condition w* 
comfort. Although our fufteriyf 
be of an high nature, and neves 
much aggravated by circumſtana 
though our neereſt Relations f( 
hold us in contempt, our fam 


Friends ſhould deſpiſe us,and ini 
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| (78) 
& of lending us relief, (as much as in 
Schem lies ) adde ro the mealure of 


Eward meancs, Which we uſe for our 
own recovery deny us help, and ut- 
Eecrly faile our expeRation; yet the 
Econlideration that God hath an hand 
# in all this, and that by his wite Pro- 
Evidence, he can reduce it to our good, 
and make us happy in the midſt of 
» our unhappineiſe, will abundantly 
Equict our ſouls and engage us to look 
Eoove all ſecond cauſes. Thus we fee 
hat a overaigne remedy this is, a- 
$painſt all diſaſters that may cacoun- 
cr us in this difiratted world. 
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Here is no <«llate whatſoever, 
| from whence we may notextra@ 
ome advantage . Poverty is the leaſt 
Ielirable of any, and yet from this 
tic be not in the utmoſt extremity 
T2 much 


Mour afflitions : and though all out- 
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mnch benefit may be reaped. Ti 
poor man that enjoies but little 


terrible heart-breaking and fouly 


— 3 


the world, is firſt freed from thyg 


diftrating fears, that trequentlyg}/ 
tend thofe of the richer {ort, wh 
many times ſuffer a deprivationq | 


their wits, out of an apprehenſiy | 


they have of parting with their (1; | 


tance, and ſo caſt themſelves int | 
a deep degree of miſery ; when ;, 
poor man reſts quietly, and ſlegy + 
ſecurely and ſeldome or never me 4 
with any ſuch terrours by day, ( 4 
affrightments by night. And thx 
again, he's free from thoſe ſolicit} 
and turmoiling cares that inſeparall f 
wait on full eſtates. =. 

He that hath riches upon thee 
eermes; that this life can allow, 
ſubje& to many troubles and cartit: 
ſollicitations about the due ord # 
ing, and righe managing of that ſit 
which the Almighties bounty Id 
furniſhed him withall. He conlid 
that a great. weight lies upon 
and that an exact account of his 


; 680) 
& Bye thee troubles which follow wick- 
# od worldly mn are inſufferably 
F. more gri-vous, thoſeareof a more 
| perplexing and deſtroying nature, 
> racking their joints and harazinge=- 
g. very part, When the poor mans care 
& js only to parchaſe ſo much with 
t þis paines and induſtry as may keep 
d- him honeſt, and in ſome {mall mea- 
t” ſure maintain himſelf and His charge; 
b and ifat any time a better morſel be 
Latforded to ſweeten his courſer fare, 
# he fits down exceedingly rejoiced, 
{and (ends up as many or more hearty 
x Thanks to God, ( the great Giver of 
©$[)as he that hath fed deliciouſly and 
& Feaſted on the choiſeſt diſhes all his 
' Vajes, There is not the meaneſ} mer- 
ty chat an honeſt poor man meetes 
ith, but he highly values, and 
a haiſcs it toa rich eſteem; when on 
& the other hand, great mercies are 
Wiery lictle or none at all regarded 
thoſe that are worldily-minded 
Md fatted up with the fulneſſe of the 
Wcth ; ſo trangely do the hearts and 
 Windes of men become corrupted. 

® But to trace poverty a little far 
F 4 thes 


- — ET EEE At ew Irs oa = _ —_— _ 
k . * ao. PR " 
—— 
- 


fo 


TW a, | 
ther, I have ſometimes taken og 


ſion to converſe with people of wy 


| 
poor and narrow fortunes (as tot# 
| 

| 

' 


world ) {ach as indeed have look 
very neer an extremity. AndIcanhg. 
but admire to think how abunday 
ly well ſatisfyed they have been wit. 
their condition, and have exprelly 
more of piritual'worth, then thay 
{ands that have moved in a far hig 
er Orbe; (in reſpe& of temporah.- 
Certainly this can be eſteemed. 
leſſe then a very great benefit , whit: 
smen ſo low in the eyes of the wojl- 
live ſo high in the cies of their IM: 
ker, and it muſt be imputed tow 
extraordinary goodnefle of God,! 
that he furnitheth them with i 
proportionable ſupport , to i”: 
their ſpirits from fainting,and the 
ſoules from ſinking in ſuch outm-. 
adverſe conditions, Vhen gt. 
men hoiſt their top-ſail and laut - 
forth into the main, having theh. 
cious clew, which they ſpread, 4: 
poſed to the violence of wind 4» 
weather, the poor man failes 
the ſhore, and when an angry fot” 
threats 


: 


(82) 
W.hreatens, puts Intothe next ' creek, 
W nd in acalme ſecurity wears our the 
WW .xcreamity of the Tempeſt, whileſt 
& he obſerves prouder veſſels mifera- 
I bly rofſed, and many times fatally 
F wracked. Noris it a ſmall benefit, 
& that the-poor man is freed from the 
WW veril of hateful contrivances and 
| ipiceful machinations, the Nimrods of 
the world think him too inconfſider- 
.- ableto take notice of ; no man will 
I ſharpen his axe to cut down fuch a 
F: ſhrub : Ic is the Iofty Cedars and 
large Timber of the world that have 
: - moſt cauſe to fear hewing. He fears 
". not the danger of a fall that lies flat 
[ tothe grouud. Beſides it cannot but 
have a very cloſe refleQtion upon any 
': ſpirit {though but morally ingeni- 
ous) to trample upon thoſe, whom 
+ the Almigliy hath already laid fo 
 lowe. Snreitisan high degree of 
0 - 2ggravation, for any one to harbour 
þ. 2 thought of adding miſery to thoſe, 
(- that are in any meaſure miſerable : | 
4» and whoever becomes guilty of 
We, this; will one day be ſadly ſenſible ; 
+ of it, Chriſtian Prudence and com- Wk 
6: pallzon | I8'% 
i > 
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paſſion teaehes this Leſſon,that wii 
ever we {ce a Child of God under. 
flittion, we ſhould be earneſt by, 
poſſible meanes to adminiſter reli, 
and hofd forth ſuccour : by this; 
do not onely help the diftreſy,, 
(which is great ſatisfaQion ) andf: ; 
imitate our Saviour, but allo gain; y 
further intereſt in the Father of. 'r 
cies. | "1 
Another fingular benefit that aj, 
to thoſe ofa low and mean condij 1 
on; is this, they have lefſe inte :1 
ruption and more freedome in tht « 
recourſe to heayen,then thoſe whit, 
are clogg*d with the incttmbring |: 
and mammon of the world, Thejy 
man, his affe&jons being not glut 
to the things bclow, in his ſecr 
adreſſes foares heaven-ward, an 
there findes ſuch ineftimable rich: 
as worldly men arenot worthy 
and rhough for the preſent he enjo+ , 
buc in part;yet he is fatisfyed of a ful / 


A 


Izr fruition hereafter when all cre, ' 
ed powers are diſſolved, and earth) 
advantagcs fled away. And then + * 


gain,thofe perſons that are account'* 


(34) 


W-4 ſo deſpicable here , cannot but re- 
&-:ive a great ſupport from thoſe gracious 
Eyromiſes which are recorded inHolyFrit, 
nd do more imediately reſpe& them 
Ethen others. The poor and needy are 
E pronounced bleſſed , and have aflſu- 
| rance given that the Lord will deli- 
\ ver them in time of trouble. And 
#. though they ſhould be denyed the 

- yery crummes that fall from the rich 
k, "mans table; yer hereafter to be hap- 
6 pyed with {uch a receptacle as Abra- 
# bam's Boſome, mult needs be account- 


' 
* 
. 


£ cd a full compenſation for all their 


{ ſufferings. 
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t 
{ JN the next place,the better ro beget 
+  alatisfaCtion, I would have al men 
| [ſeriouſly con(ider,what a ſmall pit- 
4 *tance will ſuthce nature ; and cer- 
| {tainly whatfoever exceeds that, is 
*meerly matter of opinion. The A- 


> 


; 


ha- 


+ tpoltle Pay! gives cut this charge, that 


ial! (85) | 4 
| | * 1Tim+ 6. * having food and raiment we ſhop 
5* be therewith content. Nature cy 
for no more, then what may lg 
us nouriſhment, and hide our ny 
kednefle; It's only our wanton wi 
that render us guilty of a faſtidi 
choiſe: and when they cannot aty; 
to that they rove after, then uf 


condition becomes implacable. Wh 


Pa 


a madneſle is this in any perſon li: 
ing to be both Author and pron; 
ter of his own diſturbance; to gig; 
ſo much way to a peevilh perva 
will, as to difiratt his whole cows 
and make him fot only a ſervant 
a {lave to its imperious tyrannicali 
truftons? , 
It would contribute w-1ch ma 
to our ſatisfaction, if we labou 
to put a reſtraint upon our wil/s, if; 
they run not into ſuch exorbitan/ 
nor affe& ſuch ſupertiluities Ant 
ent ſtories relate, that thoſe 4 NJ». 
CHORETS of old, that retifs 
into deſarts, and ſuſtained nay? 
with the ſparet{t diet that thole pladss 
could afford; lived longer then& 
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witu 4 gluttonous variety. How 
often have we ſeen poor induſtrioys 
people, whoſe fare hath been as hard 
©; their labour, enabled with a grea- 
*.er meaſure both of health and 
Efrength, then thoſe that have fed 
E daintily, and lived as idly all their 
| daies 2 If it were duely confidered 
” how pernitious an enemy Excefle is, 
2nd how deftructive both to nature 
andgrace 3 weſhould rather decline 
it, then ſo vehemently thirſt after 
Wit: and learne to lymit our defires 
Ewithin moderate bounds; and ſo we 
ſhould find mediocrity and eaſe. Ex= 
itrems on all hands are not only dan- 
zgcrous, but deadly. And without 
doubt if we could but once reduce 
®our mindes to a fatisfaQtion in thoſe 
#things which are onely neceſſary , 
/ there acquieſce 3 our conditions 
© would be farre more comfortable 
&-and wellpleaſing both to our ſelves 
and others, For as one wel-ob- 
Eferves, he is not rich that hath much, 
put he that deſires not much. And 
# the beſt and trueſt meaſure of having 
zor deliring 18 not 'what we would, 
4 put 


(87) 


> ut What we ought : And if we gy 
ut broughr to this rule, we ſhop; 
e ſo farre from being (ollicirouMt! 
the acquiring great things , thatſlu 
ſhould rather fleizhc them ; and M a 
count it mich greater advantage 
enjoy a mean, then to ryot in abi g 
= £ 

1 

1 

| 

1 


dance, 0 
It is a moſt pernitious temper iny 
ny one ta let his afteCtions run ab 
variety, when much lefle may rat 
nally ſafhce. lIc's only nature inj 
depraved condition that hunts af 
novelty; and ſuch is our miſeryth 
we want propHiſion as well as pil 
wer to reſtrain it. I herefore® 
ſhould be our daily task ro implaſh 
help from that Majeſty , that caſe 
with more caſe give it, then we 
lire it, whereby we may be inabledi® 
{ome good mealure to ſet limits W 
our craving mindes; that they ma 
not hurry us on to fuch a prodigious 
Exceſle, which rather ſcrves to 
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creaſe our trouble, then give quit 
to our condition. When we oblem 
a poor man (as the world accountlf 


kim ) by his care and induftry, i 


cw 
0 hasbard and manage one ſmall 
atch or parcel of earth, as to raiſe 
thence proviſion for all his boxſbold 
uſes, with neat and medicine, oile 
and honey; how can we with any 
face of reaſon or modeſty deſire to 
glut our ſelves with ſuch a confluence 
F 25 would comfortably ſupport ma- 
! ny? Certainly this is a crime of an 
higher conſequence, then we are apt 
& to imagine, and ought to be over- 
| ruled,betore it grow too monſtrous ; 
4 otherwiſe it will be very difficult to 
@ ſubdue : Ler me adde one ſuppoſiti- 
& on more to this particular, and ſo 
| leave it, Admit we had theaQuual 
+ poſieſlion of as much as vur defires 
& extend to, and were withall deny- 
& ed hearts (which is the heavieſt curſe 
& that can be ) to diſpence it towards 
# thoſe that are reduced to extream 
& want ; and ſuppoſe them to be ſuch, 
Ws 43 may in many refpe&s, deſerve 
& detter then our ſelves, and yet rea- 
i dy to periſh for want of ſaccour ; 
& Oh ! then let's conſider what an in- 
 ſutfferable burthen this would be ro 
ok; a conſcience that is not ſear'd, 10 


any 


(89) I 
any heart that is not totally obdy 
| and hardened beyond all degree 
ſenſe and commiſeration. By 
how formidable is it to concehy 
what a vaſt diſproportion this & 
ries to the ſacred Will of the 
mighty. 

And how inconliftent itis , 1 
that courſe a Chriſtian chould i 
ſerve; and how impoiſible it | 
be co-give a juft account at the 
and terrible day of Judgement,w 
a Summons ſhall iſine from the hi 
Court of Heaven, to require all 
every corner of 'the World to 4 
tend before that Great T RJ 
BUNALL, and anſwer tor! 
things done and paſſed in their liv 
where every ation that hath ſtept' 
filence, ſhall be diſcovered, andt 
ſecrets of all hearrs laid open, 
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Rom what I have faid appears, 
how little may ſuffice: beyond 
hich, whatſoever we defire, ren- 
ers us guilty of the ſin of Exceſſe. 
ow it may be objected, that it is 
zot ſo much the want of ſubſtance, 
8 other croſſes and calamities, that 
iſurb-and perplex the condition of 
enintbis life. To which I anſwer, 
at (however we conceive) affliQi= 
ns are abſolutely neceſſary to thoſe 
at {ojourn in thisTabernacle of clay; 
nd the vety obſervation of God's 
(pencing them will tend -much to 
tifation. © He does it ſo ſeaſona- 
y, and ſo intermixes them. with 
8 Favours, that none but ill-natu- 
d children can grudge or repine at 


ates the Pſalmiſt, ) we have more 
Wiles then frouncs from the beauti- 
P face of the Almighty, Ir was a 

: G moſt 


* He does not alwaies chide us *Pſa.103- 


(91) 


moſt excellent anſwer, ( and th 
which carryed a moſt high eviden# 
of Chriflianity ) wherewith Pati 
Fob fopped the querulous mouthg# 
*Tob 2.10. BS imparient wife. //bat ! (faith he 
ſball we receive good at the band of (if 
and (hall we not receive evill ? Supp 
a man hath for the greateſt part 
his life enjoyed health ( which 8G 
ſumme of earthly bleſſings) and 
wards his declenfion may be (al 
on with ſome affliting mala 
diſtemper 3 ſhall this man add wg 
co the meaſure of his miſery ? ( 
no, let him rather kiffe the roc 
acknowledge all Gods dealings 
þe juft, and account it a mercy 
he hath been ſpared, till then 
ing of his age. The very corr! 
we brought with us into the we 
beſides theſe daily a&tual enorm 
whereof we are guilty, carry « 
enough to reduce us to a contil 
torment; ſo that we have very 1 
- ground to blefle God for thoſe IP 
and ſhort affliftions we are ſab 
to. For they are A ſpecial me 
to give us a better underftandi 


(92) 
that over-ruling hand, that wonnds 
| 2nd heales, -yea, even kills and cures 
| at pleaſure. They learn us alſo more 

# truly to know our ſelves, and to 
E confelſe that we are but clay in the 

® hands of the Potter, who may faſhi- 
# on and mould us as hepleaſerh; and 

E make us veſſels'of honour, or diſho« 
© nour, happy or miſerable, withouc 
$ the Jeaft check to his juſtice, or pre- 
Wjudice to his Providence, Me thinks 
It's agreat ſhame to Chriſtians, that 
hey hould be leffe ſenſible of Gods 
arious atings and difpenſations, 
hen the very Heathens, who by the 
limpſe of. nature, and their own 

perience, could in ſome meaſure 
dbſeeve the change and intercourſe 

f the Almighties proceedings, and 
nake ſome uſe of them. 

8 lis toryed oft C AMIL LVUS, 
at after he had upon a tedious ten 
ars fiedge, taken the opulent City 
E£70S; prayed that ſorne mil- 

tune mighe befall himfſelfe and 
OME, the better to qualifte and 

per ſo great an happineſſe» 
And4LEXANDER the Great, 
GC 2 upon 
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apoen a Recount of thoſe wondey 
victories and high Archievenjq 
wrought by his Armies, could of 
to his FUPITER, to intern 
ſomeill newes with that which wi 
ſo happy. If ſuch men as theſe, cou 
through their dark-principles colts 
clad: beſt, that bleſſings ſhould 
attended with crofſes 3 Then muff 
more. we, that have a fuller degnff}, 
of illumination. i: 
- Neoris it enough to endure crofife 
patiently; but according to our. We: 
viour's: dire&tion be ever ready by: 
take yp.the croſfe, and account! 
our higheſt happinefſe when we uk 
fer, eſpecially for the Teſtimagtc 
of CHRIST or a good conlgt: 
ENCE. «1,12 l! | FEE | {It 
Afflitions C if they be not off 
overpreſting nature ) are an Excelli 
meanes to. keep the heart in ord 
and to provoke us to a more fil 
and frequent courſe in our addreac 
toHE AV EN; where we ſhall m8" 
wich fuch a. glorious .compenſati! 
for all our ſuffering, as no heanF! 
able ro conceive, nor tongue ay | 
uf 


(94) 
ach a recompence (I ſay ) to. which 
11 imaginary carthly felicicies, can» 
ot carry the- leaſt. equality or pro- 
zortion. And that we may not 
loubt of this, the bleſſed Apoſtle 
te, Paul, diretly affures us, * That + 
ur Light affli ion that is but fot a moment, 
porkes for us, a farre more exceeding, 
brernall weight of glory. IT heartily with 
that this expreſſion may be effeQaal- 
Fly thought on: for | never read any 
Went-nce in Scrip:ure fuller then this, 
oc that carries luch efficacy and pory = 
Ferinevery word : A farre more ex- 
geeding , efernall weight of glory. Do 
dut obſerve, how every word riſes a 
degree higher then other,till ic come 
to the height of Eternity it (elf. This 
$$: a {ingular comfort for Chriitians, 
bat though ſorrow and heavineffe 
Enay ſeize on them for a nighe ; yet 
py comes in the morning, and con-= 
ginues with them for a longer term; 
Which ought to engage every hearc 
mo overflowe with thankfalneſſe, 
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Why ſhould we murmur at p& 
grievances, when the Authar to 
* Heb. 2. Hebrewes tells us, * the Captain 
I. our ſalvation, ( Jeſus Chriſt) was w 

* Fleb.12. perfe@ through ſufferings? * H E end 
2- the Croſſe, and deſpiſed the ſhg 

& for the joy that was ſet before HIW 
And that we which were fettered® 
_chaines of iniquity, and bond-{laf: 
to finne and Satan, might be fr 
from that thraldome, and deliver” 


from deftrution. 
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onfider what worthy exam 
we may meet with, that havelgs' 
content in their greateſt extremiiſs/ 


E | ae further ſatisfationjlW- 
C 


* 1 Kings Did not the Prophet *Elijab receiv 
17-61%» 


2. food from Ravens, and after 
his meat from the poor widow" 
* 1Kings S AREPT 4? Werenot an * lf 
' 28.13-dred men of the LOR D'S Pr 


( when Feſebel] endeavoured . 


| 


= 67; 
chem) hid by fifty in a cave, and ted 
with bread and water? And was not 
a few barley loaves and [matt fiſhes, a 


poor repalt for our SAV TOURS 

S Company, (which were four thou- 
E® (and upon record? ) And was it not 
© hard for that glorious Apoſtle Sr. Paut, 
E to apply his hznds to Tert-making,to 
E procure food for his belly ? Yer in 
& 2ll theſe we do not find the leaſt re- 
\ pining, or any *xpreflions of diſcon- 


tents 
Further Jer's fix cur eyes upon the 


þ. higheft example that ever was, and 


that's the Exrnall SON of GOD, 


-* Who took upon him the form of a 


' Servant , and became poor that we 


- 
% 
z 


' might be made rich, fuffered the 
$, moſt vile and ignominions death, thar 
we might enjoy Everlaſting Life : HE 
that could command Heaven and 
Ws Earth , and all the Treafures and 
& Precious things in them, that could 


_by the word of H1S Mouth have e- 


Freed the Statelyeſt Magnificent 
j@/ alace, that ever any Earthly Mo- 
W-erch had, or any eyes beheld ; yea 


he that could have brought down a 
G 4 Celeſtial 


Celeſtial Tabernacle, and bave pitch of 

it here belowe, aies to the certay 
' |: *Mats, Scribe in St. Matthewes Goſpel, * 

jk 7 20, Foxes have holes, and the Birdes off 
"=y 


aite bave neſts ; "but the SON of M, 

( meaning himſelf ) bath not where 

ta | lay his bead. This did our ble 

LOEE 1; S AV IOU R luffer, that our wan 

We 00 mi pht be ſanRifyed: to us, and thy 

t-1- HE might learn us contentatiq} 

In our loweſt condition. 

Tf we caſt our eyes upon Me 

| meerly morall, ( whereof 7 

| makes large mention ) we may ff 

| = F | to what an height they or 

le this vertue, & how they have run aw 
| 


with great loſſes and extream povenſ 
as inconfiderable ſleight burtheny 
and out of a willing choiſe hay 
freely embraced thoſe condition} 

4/Wi! which others that perhaps have beaþ. 

+] WW vl eſteemed more Chriſtian, have flap 


tled at and endeavoured to avoil 


MI {1M with mach dreadfulnefle. Donof} 

+ | [EUR we then deſerve to have this recordaf , 
Wk Wits 161. co our utter ſhamegthat P 4 G A Ni 
$1 HIT ſhoald outſtrip us in thoſe pradtile 


@ 40GF that ſo neerly concern us * Dow 
obſer} 
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| OC 
E blervean ARISTIPP USdrows 
8 ning his Gold-in the Sea, thatit 
& may not drown him? And do we 
| | hear 4 DEMOCRITUS confi- 
dently affirm, that .the way ©. be 
| rich, is to be poor in delires,and can 
| we forbear to wonder 2 What an 
# 1dmirable ſaying , was that of 
F. ONESICRITVUS, avery Indian ? 
: The carth is to mie (faith he) as the. 
", mother to. the child ; for the mother 
” ſupples her Infant with milke : ſo 
the carih yeelds me all neceffaries. 
" And when -ALEXANDER the. 
+ Great, would have given him Gold, 
F Perjwade ( ſaid he ) if thou canſt theſe 
t Birds to accept thy ſilver and Gold, that 
' they may ſing the ſweeter 3 If then canſt 
& not do that > why ſbouldſt thou think me 
P worſe then them? And further afferts, 
+. that our deſires as ta riches and the 
» like, proceed from the wantonneſle 
WP of our own wills, to which no 
W boundes can be ſer, and nor fo rauch 
Wirom any motion of Nature; and 
*xroves itby this ARGUMENT: 
a Natural hunger when we have ta- 
xn Food, ceaſeth, And if our 
J | mindes 


(99 '® 
mindes did alſo naturally 


GO L D . then ſo ſoon as. - wi 

I ; - ; : x 

þ i | had received it, our Appetite, & 
{ 20 nts to that, would prefently ceafe ; 


ſuch a diftance are we from ov 
Temper , - that the more we hf 
the more. without intermiſſion 
| vh inordinately crave , and thif 
after. '* Il 
This was an Excellent DJs 
COURSE, if we cogfider it py/ 
ceeding from an Heathen, and | 
deed fnch as might very well þ 
fs | comea CHRISTIAN, Hem 
kf wel 1 paſſionately wiſh, that all ( ly 
YON if eſpecially thoſe that make a Þ 


C 

44 GRAN would abhorre to fx their fole# 

gt fetions, upon ſuch worthlefle tra}: 

Y | | | ag fitory things; and be.convinced hoy 

4 MH 0 unſatisfying they are, and learn it 
BY Nagle entertain affliftions with joy. 
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I Aving now runne through moſt 
| Het thoſe Grievances and per» 
' plexities, that are apt to diliraCt us 
in our lives, andalſo taken notice 
how fraile and fading all ſublunary 
things are : And likewiſe having en- 
deavoured to raiſe ſome matter for 
fatisfation in our deepelt exigences, 
from the conſideration of thoſe no- 
bler things, that are of a more du- 
rable and heavenly concernment : I 
ſhall next ſurvey that condition 
which of all other ſeemes moſt terri- 
ble, and is therefore termed the 
KING of Fear, and that js Death 
it felt, whoſe very name is at- 
tended with trembling z in reſpe& 
ot which all the afflictive incidences 
of mans life, carry little or no pro- 
portion. And foitis indeed more 
formidable then I can exprefle, to 
thoſe that hive not ſome affurance 
of 


"Tor 


of a better life, that are not furnily 
ed with ſpiritual Armour for thy 
laſt encounter. But I ſhall make j 
appear, it's much otherwiſe to tho 
that have an intereſt in CHRIST; 
who conſider the unavoidable ng 
ceſſity of it ; grounded upon thi 
unalterable Eternal Decree of Hez 
yen ; And, that * all men are appoint 


t 
[ 
| 


_ 


* Heb.9. 


27, once to dy. They are fo farre fron 


c 

| 

] 

| ( 
defiring an ehmption from th; F 
condition,that they are (aid in Seri T 
T 
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F 
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_ pture to wait and Jong for it. Then 
are two eſpecial daies, for whidfþ 
the Children of G O D are ſaid to 
wait. 

The firſt is the day of death, 
wherein they go to the LORD. 

The ſecond is the day of a 
ing,wherein the L OR D (hall con 
to them. 

They ſojourne in the body, mort 
weary it, then David was 'of bu 
| dwelling m the Tents of K E D AB 
|. Fob 14. they waite with patient * Fob, til 
o 14 the day of their change come, and}; 

* phil. x. deſire with the Apoſtle to be * diffob| 
23. ved and be with CHRIST; vi 
pneyp 


Peg A 


(102) 
ey pray for it, fo ofcen as they 
Tn thok petition: * Let thy * Mat.6. || 
Kingdome come. They labour after 79. & Lu |} 
death, ſo far, as it may be a meanes "5 | 
to aboliſh fin, that CHRIST their 
KING may alone reign in, and 
E over them. It is neverthelefſe true, 
| that wicked and irreligious perſons, 
& put the remembrance of death far 
 trom them 3 yet for all that it comes 
& upon them ſuddenly, as * Febu furi- * 2 Kings 
ouſly came upon ; "oct though 23:24- 
© they run to their Chariots, (that is) 
K their Refuges of vanity;Death's dart 
ſurely overtakes them. But she good 
| Ifratlites of GOD deſire tobe ever 
Þ prepared, with their * loines gird= * Exod. 
ed, and their ſtaves in theic hands, 32-17- 
| ready to take their Journey from. 
FEGTPT to CANAAN 0 when=- 
» ſoever the Majeſty of the Moſt High 
& GOD ſhall command- them. As + 
| fowles deſirous to fly, firetch forth 
I their wings; ſo do theſe extend their 
| affetions cowards HE AVEN. 
f :* Abraham fſate in the dore of his * Gen 18. 
| Tabernacle, when the Angell ap- I 
jp pearcd to him ; * Elias came out * r Kings 
tne 
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* 2 Lhe x fyed, when he ſajes, * There is laidiff 
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(103) E 
the mouth of his Cave, when 
LORD appeared to him:(o ſhow 
we rejoice and beglad te come g 
of th> Cave and Tabernacle of 
wretched body, that we may ny 
with the LORD ofGlory. Th 
Meſſenger ( DEATH ) cuces:f 
our Maladies, and reſcues us fro 
all our fears and danyers; This 
that Cherab, that lands Centinel. 
the Gace of Paradife: There's ay 
entrance but under his hand, Thett 
no paſſage to thole glories aboyt 
but through the Gates of Death hu 
below. + 

But that which renders death yl 
more deftrous to the Godly, is 
{econd day ( which they are ſaid uf 
wait for. ) And that's CHRISTYFE 
ſecond coming. The Apoſtle gin 
thisasa Token ofthe rich Grace 
GOD, beſtowed on the Gorinthianyſ6 
* that they waited for the appearance 
CHRIST, yea he pives it out a$t 
mark of all choſe that ſhall be glotbF 


for me a Crowne of Riphteouſneſſe, «lll 
not for me only 5 but all thoſe, that low 
Criſs 


(104) 
brtſts ſecond appearing. And again,* * Heb. 5. 
HRIST was offered to take away 20, 
the ſins of Many 3 and unto them that look, 
for H 1M, ſhell H E appear without ſin 
unto ſalvation. Amongltt the Fewes as 
the day of * Jubilee drew nigh : ſo 
W the joy of thoſe that were in priſon *Lev. 25. || $7 1* 
W encreaſed ; for that it brought them 10. 18-7 a 
| an aſſurance of relief. Much mare 
| cauſe have we to reoice, the neerer 
the day of our Eternall Jubilee ap- 
* proaches, when all ceares ſhall be 
© wiped from our eyes, and ſorrow 
and mourning ſhall fly away for 
ever. 
K But to encounter a little further 
with this great Combatant'; grſt I 
| fay, that Death which the righteous 
& ſuffer, is not total; for it can never 
| ſtrike the whole man; but onely the 
{ weakeſt part, his body : the more 
| excellent part, the ſoul,is partaker of 
{ Ecernal Life. 
| Norſecondly is it perpetual ; for 
& our ſoules ſhall not abide under the 
| Bonds of Death: the fpiric of Chrift 
| that dwells in us, ſhall raiſe us up, 
| and cloath us with Immortality. 
| There 
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There is begun'in the Children 
Light, alife, which no death is 
able to exſtinguiſh ; though it m 
invade the vital, natural powery| 
the body,and ſuppreſs then) one af 

another, and at laſt break in mY 


this lodging of clay, and demoli 


it to the ground; yet that mani 
GOD which dwells in the Bodf. 
[hall eſcap2 with his life. Thoug : 
the Tabernacle is caſt down, ( which 

1s the worſt onr encmy can do Dol. - 
he that dwelt in it is removediyh 
better» As the Bird eſcapes out} 
the ſrare of the Fowler:ſo the ſonlif 
death flies away with joy to her Makes 
The diffolving of the body, to th, 
Children of G OD is but the un; 
folding of the ner, and breaking on 
pen the Prifon wherein they han 
been detained, that {o they may by, 
delivered from that Captivity.Herek 
comfort in abundance, for all thoſg 
whole confciences can give evidendf 
of their well-led lives. And for thol 
allo whoſe peace is made with GO 
through CHB.IST, by meanes of 


(106) 
tead(alt faith, and unfained repent- 
ance. TE 
| The Apoſtle Paxl in his Epiſtle to 
the Romanes, gives us this aſſurance, MF 
* That being Tuſtified by Faith, we have * go, $.x, ||| 4 SF 
| peace with God through our Lord Jeſus WW 33k 
Chriſt ; The efficacy of whoſe death 
Leffetually y 4p to our ſouls,will 
"ſufficiently ſeaſon and ſanQify death 
Funto us. For how can wepoflibly 
fear that enemy,whom our Redeem- 
ber hath already conquered ? As in hy 
Sthe battel betwixt our * Saviour and + ge. 2 if. $02 
Satan , Satan's head was bruiſed , j ; 
and he did no more then tread on 
the heele of our Saviour, ſo ſhall ir 
'*bcin the confli& of all his members. 
ab the power of the Lord Jeſus , we 
(hall be more then Conquerours, 
The * God of our peace ſball tread downe 
"Satan ander our feet : There is a ſeed 
\Qt immortal life in oar ſoules,which 
mo power of the Enemy is ever able 
© overcome. So ſoon as we lanch . 
Jorth of this life, we arrive at the 
W:lled Haven of everiaſting happy- 
Eefle, where there is a Glory for all 
Moſc that arc heires of the Promiſe, Y 
; H which 
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AN ry have in "vine meaſur nl 
K magiett evident, how advantag 
ous: the: Yay. of difſolution is torl 


{#1 :- not bat wonder, how any, 
ith ſolid grounds, can deſire a contin 
'Y ance in this valley of tears; eſpecid 
ly.if they conſider alfo tlie many ni 
ſeries ad inconveniencies, that 
incident both to ſoul and bob 
this life, andthe irreconcileable ap 
. ity that 18 betwixt them in ti ; 
Tm ConjunTtion;As the Apoſtle Pauld 
TH vena in his Epiſtle to the Ga/afid 
\' *Gal.5. * The fleſh lujts againſt the ſpirit, att 
17+ ſpirit againſt the fleſh, and thefs 
contrary one to the other,fo chat 
cafinot - do the things we wou 
ſach and ſo many continued j jar 
are © beewIxt them, that they aret 


pi 
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prone to exhibit Articles of impeach= 
11:nt againſt each other. The foul 
it complaines of that Ociginal guilt 
2nd corruption , which wys tranſla- 
ted upon humane nature, through 
Adams tranſgreſion, wherewith it 
was not rainted; nor defiled , as It 
came only from the Immaculate hands 
of its pare Creator. And then a- 
gain, the ſoul ſajes, had it been fin- 
ole without this earthly Partner , it 
had never had that propenfton to fin, 
nor that inclination to rebellious 
atings apainſt the Majeſty of Hea.. 
ven;nor that averſues and indiſpoſi tion 
to good ; Nor had its underftanding 
( as to thoſe ſpiritual things which 
pertain to Ged ) been fo eclipſed. 
and benighted at: the noon-day 
# of ſuch Glorious Diſpenſations 3 
# Nor had it been lyable to ſuch diftra- 
K Cing cares, and ſach diſcompoſing 
paſſions, which bring forth ſtormes 
and terrible Tempeſts that dayly 
threaten its ruine and deſiruftion. 
= Theſe & ſuch like complaints hath 
S the foul againſt thebody, the ſpirit 
& 2gainit the feſb-There is among ſt many 
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(before mentioned) to all eternity, | 


(109) 
more, another particular which we 
have ;alt canſe to reſent with much þ 
reluancy : 

This burden of fleſh, rhis houſe of 
clay retards our olory, and for a |. 
time, ſecludes us from our Celeſtial 
' Manſion. * For we know ( (aies that } 
Great Apofile ) that = eartbly wy 
of this wk were digolved , we | 


have a building of GOD, an bouſe al 
made with bands. eternall in the Heavens. | 
are at home in the body, we are ab- | 
ſent from the Lord; from that Lord 


And a little afterthat,ſaies, While we 
which inhabites that Celeſtial houſe þ 


O! Of what excellent uſe it would| 
be, if we friouſly contidered that} 
word ETERNITY ! It is of 

that ext:nr,that no men,nor Angels, þ 
are able to expreſic, being (o farre} 
beyond the reach of all conception. | 
For ifall men in the world were ex-# 
a& Arithmeticeans, and were imploi-F 
edall their lives to adde number to 
number, and multiply years , theF 
produt of all their labours, and the#: 
= ſumme of all their Accounts} 
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( in reſpe& of time ) would not car- 
ry the leaft proportion to ETER- 
NITY. Or if the mighty maſle 
of whole earth, were collteaiel in- 
to one heap, & all that rirarſlated into 
ſuch ſand as lies by the ſea-ſhore,one 
fingle ſmall Bird would remove it 
all, grain by grain, before E T ER- 
NITY lovkes towards an end. 
Having already taken notice of 
thole diſadvantages, that unavoid- 
ably attend us, during the time that 
our ſouls and bodies are conjoined, 
that is,our pilgrimage in this worl4; 
We have fo little caufe to ke-t: >ur 
deliresat a diſtance from cur &:fy- 
lution ( eſpecially if we have a::y 
comfortable aſſurance of an iucers!: 


; Inheaven) that on the contrary, we 


may juſtly rejoice , when thar day 


' approaches , and the houre draw:s 


nigh, wherein we ſhall be happily 
freed, not onely from the giiile, but 
alſo (which to a good ſoul is fingu- 
lar comfort the temptations .and 
occations of finne, Then ſhall char 


n} tranſparent, or drawn quite from 
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our eyes, that we may with clear, 
neſſe and perſpicuity diſcern the glo.| 
rious ſunſhine of God's favour, aadf 
' paſſe under the tender appellation} 


of dear Children; and * if childrey | 


| "Rom-B. 1p heires, beires of God,and joint-bein} 
197» - - . 1 ql 
with Chriſt, being freed from the ſpy.| 


rit of bondage again to fear, and fil.| 
led with the ſpirit of adoption,where 
by we cry Abba, Father. LEY 


o* 
- 
4, 
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Nd that we may be capable} 
A fuch- a Celeſt;all Eſtate, It copy 
cernes us firſt to be truly humble, jt 
harbour a mean eſteem of our ſelvgy 


and to ſet a rich value upon ever 
mercy we receive; and let the le 


by 


1 | 

| "lt | 

mercy ( which is more then we of 1 
lt 


ſerve )be an engagement upon gf 
ſfoules to walke in amore con{jalkt ; 
courſe of Holyneſfle, to the Glory 
HIM that is the Author of all. 


[2 
K. 


_ (n2) 


ſpiric is far from Chrij- 


good. That 


'F flian, that ſtands upon termes with : 
| hjs maker, that dare look upon the 


leaſt blefing with a diſdaintul.afped, 
or upan the greatelt ccoffe with in- 
dignation. It is an humble ſoul and 
a meek ſpirit.that are highly' accep- 
table co God, and where theſe dwel!, 
Grace ever. attends them, and that 
ina full meaſure. > Ws 
' He that hath a ſenſe ofthis own 
 unworthyneſle, and conſiders finne 
as it offends the mercifull Godof 
| Heaven 5 lookes upon. every" exgms 
- ption from-evil, as a mighty mercy, 
- andevery chaſlilement for finne as'a 
bleſſing, And if precepr will not 
engage us to be humblez . we have the 
'} moſt powerful and prevailing cxam- 

- ple, that ever was'expofed to imita- 
"7. tion, and that's onr Saviour Chriſt ;- 
FT. with what abundance of kumilicy: 
& HE endured all HIS ſuffering, bto-+ 
| ly Writ makes plentifal mencion-.: 
k Who then would not be willing to- 


i tread in his Savioursfteps, as kngw- - 


+ ing that it is. the ſureſt way to glory? ' 


H 4 doubtedly 


He that humbles himſcIf.fhall un- 


#4 
GH > # 


{ [ N " T | | _ 
- l 4 't e l 
Wit hk Ol, Wo | 


#; | | b doubtedly be exalted, as in the Gy G 
ſi |  F]Jam. 4+ neral Epiſtle of St. Fames : * Hum y 
8d 10+ your ſelves in the ſight of the Lord, il; 
HELD H E ſball lift 3on up. And again, Gf, 
Ei _— the proud and gives grace to the buſi 
3 98 200: 00 lee ; 

i ' And that which will further con. : 
2-14 | duce to our happineſle, is a fate off, 
| ſclf-reſignation. He that in the midi}. 
FE 1 of all adverſe conditions, can calf 


|  bimſfelfe into the hands of his God 


| FM ſhall not faile ro find ſupport ani, 
FARK comfort. HE beſt knowes howtth 

þ |. [4 diſpoſe of us. Natural men in thei 
28 " | eXlgences are prone to make appliſþ 
|! Wt. cation, and have recourſe to thokfy/ 
EE alt 1} which have greater Authority andy 
43-48 8. power then themſelves, though 
i 17 1g they have no aſſurance of relief trons 
Y |! | HR them : but certainly they have no 
Fj ſenſe of their own happineſſe, tha 
te pil Tf: 4 will not cruſt themſelves with theſh 

B28: þ Lord, whodoes not only allow; but 

"Ui 6 o ſollicic their relyance on him: Wits 

& 0] 908: nefſe that Texc in the Epiſtle to thi 

{| | EPhi.q.6 Philippians , * Be careful (ſaies the ſpi- 

"uy [24 rit of God ) fer nothing 5 but in ever) 
{1 in tbing by prayer, and ſupplication , wit 
Hl oa thankſ-* 


(1g) 


hankſgiving » let your requeſts be made 
Wnown unto God, Thereis no affli&i- 
Þon can poſſibly ſeize on us, whereof 
Hour heavenly Father takes not ftri& 
notice, and weighs «very dramme. 
hereof, in the ſcale of his Divine 
MProvidence ( which I have before 
Enore particularly inſiſted on)which 
conſideration alone is ſufficient to 
llpreſerve our ſpirits from ſinking. 
He that can ſteadfaſtly believe, needs 
Wot fear; for he ſhall have deliver- 
Mance , in the greateſt extreamity. 
And as the Author to the Hebrewes 


"birgs boped for, the evidence of things 
ct ſeen» It's that by which deliver= 
Mnce ſublifts, in the womb cr in 
he bowels of che promiſe, before ir 
Wie brought forth for our reliefe and 
Wccour. He that upon Chriſtian 
rounds caſts his care upon God , 
Wall never loſe his 'reward. Thar 
&Pirit ſhall not want ſupport in the 
IfFolleft occurences. It is not the 
1-Fvcreſt perſecution of our enemies ; 
gr the (ad deſertion of our Friends 
bd humane confidence ; nor diſ- 
bo" Cons 


pbſerves, * Faith i the ſubſtance of « y6.x 1.1. 


(115) 
conſolate captivity 3 nor wand 
baniſhment; nor pale-faced ſickn 
nor the deprivation of all earg 
endearments, that can ſet us at-aJ 

* Pſal.63. With our God,if we truſt in hin 
20+ bath the ifſues of death in bu hand,&h 
4 faichfully promiſed that * HE y 
Hee13-5- never leave us, nor forſake us, 
compaſs us with his everlaſting ki 
zefſe,and who will convert our da 
eft night into chearful day, and 
greateſt ſorrow into refreſhing juſt 
Moreover it we can by faith mf 
Chriſt ours, . we ſhall purchaſe i 
_. Whereof the world is not worth 
but though I faid purchaſe, ith 
be without price, according tot 
remarkable placein the Propheſy. 
Iſaiah , that glorious invitation 
all thoſe that long after Chriſt, th 
*[la.g5.1. © Ho, every one that thirfteth, comexly 
the waters, and he tat hath no mw 
come ye, buy and cate; yea,come,buy Wl 
and milk without money aud without pn 
It we take. this in afpiritual ſeal; 
we (hall fnd chat. Jeſus Chriſt is: 
inall. HE is food, rayment,heall. 
Liberty, prote&ion , preſervatiap 


(\-# 
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W::c&ion, provition, * Wiſdome , 


Frength > Tighteonſneſſe ,  [anflification , 

demption and ſalpazion unto life, BE 
reales all our wounds,” bindFup-atl 
ur breaches, cures all our maladies, 
nd by the effeQtual powerot HIS 
picit , crucifies our luffs, regulates 
bur wild attetions, kills our bafc 
corruptions, and through his merey, 


Wreſtrains us from thoſe nefarious a - 
Wings , and rebellious courſes, $0 


| ; 


phich our defiled natures prompt 


Tus HE is that true richegin reſpe& 


of which all the riches of the world, 


Ware but contemptible drofle 5. and 


l 


q 


carry no compariſon. The Heavens 
are His babitation, the Earth.is His 
foot. ftool, and He ſits on that, Cele- 
fiall Throne with His Father. , and 
there reſerves {eats for all thoſe that 


Þ have an intereſt in him, -to be ever. 


living partners of his Glory, Who 
then would not lay out all his flock 
to purchaſe this Pearl, ſpend all his 
time, cxtend all his endeavours,and 


apply himſelt to the uſe of all poſli- 
Eble meanes,to arvive at this Haven of 


4 bappyneſle 5 and- become Par taker 


of 


—_ 
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of this Everlaſting Bliſle > 
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JT Hen let the onfddberacton of of 


Glory hereafter, carry us on 
an holy and reſolved acquicſcency 
that condition that our heaven 
Father appoints us in this life, 
ſeeming it of all other the belt. 
we lowe ? Let not our envy fe 
on thoſe that are ker mls to; 
higher picch. Are we exalted? Le 
in no meaſure contemne thoſe th 
live in a meaner ſtate. Are weſid 
Let's not quarrel wich the Phyſiti 
Are we 1n health? L<t's not abu 
it. Are we in outward diftreſs? Let 
| patiently look up to him, that 
his Providence orders all Even 
Let our wils and underſtandinps rel 
der an abſolute ſubmiſſion to his m 
Sacred Will. We have no powerl 
all to determine what is fitteſt for 1 
_ In our Pilgrimage. Fleſh and blovp 


\ 
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the moſt incompetent Judges in 

eworld, as to that particalar- Ir 
onely the infinite wiſdome of the 
eat Artiter of the univerſe, that 

beſt allot us our portions. He 


Hrely knowes how,where and when 


diſpence favours and infli& pu- 
bments, His heavenly will is the 
oft abſolute rule of juſtice. We 
venot the leaſt cauſe to complain, 
our outward Man ſuffer ſome cha- 
ſement,{o that the Inner Man may 
more throughly renewed. Bur 
as! Such is the temper of ſome 


en, that if they enjoy all they wiſh 


r, they would be thence tranſport- 
to ſuch an imperious height of 


ide and Prodigious Impiety , that the 
"Fry carth would groan to beare 


a; ſome there are likewiſe, that 


they endured ſuch an heavy mea« 


e of affliction as others, would 


Wow trrecoverably deſperate.]n this 


erefore,doth the great wiſdome and 


y of God eminently appear,that he 


8 every man with ſuch a condition , 
'Y15 moſt agreeable and contributory 
" the advancement of his Glory 


and 
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and their own Good, And thay 
by reaſon of that thick darkneſs 
our underitandings and the dingy 
of our. apprehentions, we canngt 
perſpicaouſly diſcern” theſe vari 
dealings and diſtributions of thy, 
mighty yer ſach they are, 8 do fil 
ly challenge our terious obſery 
ons; and whoever is negligent ht 
in, bettaits not only his groffe 
norance, but. hateful ingratiq 
When on the other hand, hed 
diligently eyes the diverſity of { 
penſations,anJ with his wholeht 
faichfully and ſavingly intends ti 
hach already attained toa goodi 
provernent. 

Therefore let not our wills , 
God's be done ; there was never 
man unhappy, that was content 
_— to be what God wouldh 

im, 
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Here is another particular very 
neceffary to be reſolved on ; that 

is, an abatement of our deſires, as to 
earthly things , eſpecially in ſuch a 
jun&ure of time as this is; When 
the Captain General of heavenand 
earth,is in ſo deep a conteſt with the 
whole world, and threatens to daſh 
inpicc:s all ſublunary powers; how 
farre his Divine judgements have al- 
ready reached, experience in ſome 
meaſure telIsus; And how Epide- 
wmical that ſtroke may be, is beyond 
our capacity to determine; Every 
day producing new pleadings, and 

{ controveriies betwixe God and the 

E world; in ſo much that the foundati- 
on thereof {hakes, and all the domi- 
nions therof, ſeem to have the mark 

F of ruine ſtamped in their aſpe&s; 
| and the Lord knowes how ſoon? for 
F our tebellions againſt heaven have 


f | long 
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long ſince cryed out for vengeani 

it may be caſt into a general cog 
gration;ſo that it's palpably evic 
we are even now ca{t upon the y 
poinc or criſis of deliverance , or( 
ftcuCtion. REEL 

All this being conſfidered, we h 

lictle reaſon to advance our dely 
(touching temporals) to ſuch a | 
pendious height 3 but rather wi 
Chriftian diſcretion ſet down th 
poſitive bounds, andiay as the | 
* Job 38. Mighty ſaid to thz Sea,* Hitvertaſþ 
Il. Yo# com? and no further, and here fi 

yeur proud waves be ſtaid, Let's inth 
manner give check to ofr ambitit 
thoughts, that they may not rove 
\uch a prodigious rate. For I 
perſ{waded, could the vaſt deſires 
fometakeeffet, fo exorbitant th 
are, that if poflible, they wonld « 
{lave the whole world. Be more thi 
the ſea, which though a raging el 
ment, is confir'd within his limil 
More then the heavens which ne 
paſſe their circumference : yea mo 
then the Sunne, which never trave 
beyond the ecliptick. Bat ſure 
ough 
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ought to be much otherwiſe mind- 
d, and ſtrive to be of St-Pauls tem- 
ger, who (as one well obſerves)was 
the richeſt poor man that ever lived, 
5 having all things, yet poſſeſſing no- 
hing. We haveit from good Au- 
hority, that there is neither ſafety, 
ot true pleaſure in Exceſs,(as I have 
ormerly expreſſed. ) Too much is 
roubleſorhe 3 what a clogge was to 
FAR EN A a Parthian Lord,(where- 
jf Hiſtory takes notice ) that could 
ever remove his family, with lefſe 
hen a chouſand Camels ? Satisfa- 
tion doth not conſift in abuindance; 
Yr a ſuperfluity both of profits and 
leaſures, hath commonly a very ill 
fluence upon the mind, and is apt 
d reduce it to a ſtrange kind of de- 
auchery and inſatiablenefſe. Too 
rge a quantity of meat ( though 
ood) doth as ordinarily offend 
weak ſtomach, as that which is 
th unſavory and unwholeſome. 
"me Appetites are ſooner wearyed , 
en fatisfyed, He that feeds ſpa- 
Y"ely, for the moſt part;is in a bet= 
WW fate ofhealth, then he thatfeedr 
2E I muck, 
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much; for the latter often gluts; 
over- charges nature, fo that infl 
of receiving nourifſhment,ſhe becoi 
diſtempered, and runnes forth jj 
diſeaſes, This holds a dire pat 
le] with the defires of men, ay 
ather earthly cnjoyments. Thu 
fore it juſtly concernes us, tog 
ftri& and ſevere repulſes to the Mi 
overtures and appearances of in 
dinate deſires, and to curb the ii 
raly motions of our hearts in t| 
very infancy, otherwiſe they y 
grow too ſtrong and incorrigil 
and ſo carry us on to a wild Exc 
which is not onely dangerous! 
deftruftive. But as to ſpiritual thi 
our deſires can never be inordin; 
our thirſtings and Jongings al 
Grace and holynefle, is that facri 
which of all other, is moſt plea 
to Gad, and moft benificial ctoM 
own immortal foules. This $ 
ftand us inſtead when all tranſit 
traſh, and vain delights vaniſhe 
will bea meanes not only to ſupp 
us here,but rejoice us hereafter. P 
laſtly , we have the greater cauſe, Þ 
COnNLRE 
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ontrat and limit onr defires in 
arthly things, for that the guilt of 
niſinjoying them , will attend us 
vith ſorrow to our graves, and af- 
er that tothe judgement-ſeat, that 
reat Tribunall. 
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or Herefore ſince it is neceſſary, that 
| | Nature be kept ſhort of her De- 
zands: Let's reſolve firſt to deny her 
Wnall chings, and ſo by degrees we 
all be able to overcome her in that 
herein otherwiſe ſhe would grow 
npetuouſly violent, and lefſe lya- 

e to ſubdution , ( but obſervel 
ak of her here in a depraved cone 
tion. ) We ſhall be in a farre better 
pacity to encounter with great 
lictions,” if we exerciſe our (elves 
tn digeſting ſmall croſſes. He that 
th a diflempered fate of body, and 
 plycs himſelf to the advice of his 
eW/tian, will firſt take a preparative, 
Jt I 2 before a 
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A firong Potion. It is requilite 


{ſhould obſerve the ſame courſe wi 
the troubles chat feize upon the mij 
petty grievances are endured yi 
more eafe, and open a way for 
patience and turther ſupport, un 
thoſc of a more preſſing nature. | 
that will not ſuffer a check, nor 
ceive a frown, will hard]y tak 
blowe,butretort it with vehemag 
Nor will he endure the violence 
cempeſtuous ſtorm, that will not® 
bide alittle wet. Thoſe that hg 
lived long in proſperity, and | 
been - thence tranſported to the! 
of worldly pleaſure, ſeldome ora 
ver meeting with the leaſt guſt, E 
counter=blaſt of adverſity; If a 
all this, Providence ſurprize th 
with ſome anxious ſharpe afflidi 
Oh ! How it preiſeth them down 
the earth; and (unleſle they be i 
principled) diiraRts all their faaif 
ties, workes a ſirange diſcompoll 
in all their thoughts, deftroies 
theirJoy, and hurries chem to a ſe 


degree of impatience ; and fſo{ 


gages them to quarrel with that! 
2 reli6v 
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reſiſtible Divine hand that firikes; 
chereby they adde offence to their 
Wniſery» And much of this may be 
Wmputed to their non-acquaintance 
With former ſufferings. He chat can 
iſcover a calme contented teinper, 
when his friends and intimates taile 
Wim, his dear relations ditapoint 
him in thoſe things wherein he pro. 
Wniſed bimſelt a ſatisfattion.. If he 
Ban paſſe over theſe and (ich like oc- 
WEcarrences,fo as not to be paſſionately 
Woncerned-; certainly this man will 
2 in a comfortable capacity to en- 
ectain croſſes of an heaviour conſe- 

1 Fquence. | ; SY a ba EE, 
® 1 have obſerved, thoſe that Ueſice 
Mo have thetr Children ftrong ant 
Wtive,as a means conduceable there- 
nto; have inared them'to' pitch 
acces, to tofſe ponderous weights, 
0 handle foiles,and the likes” which 
erves both to extend and {irenpgrhen 
be Nerves, and gives an aptitude 
0exerciſes of that nature. Truly, 
"Jt 1s not unworthy our imitation 
F" taecourſe of our lives; for if we 
$<4uaint our ſelves with a patient 
Po : | SR | 2 SY 1 bears 


a n 
_— A - ts I. ds A En - wr” owe — ———— 


* - 
ee Or II—_— 


- 
ww 3 * : © x . 
” _ — ——— 
- s =PY -» _ >. A = P__ ——" dig a " 
* < A - 
- - , - « <- - O— * 
m _ 
=_ - _— 
- £ 
—_ 
_ _ 
— _ 
- M—— _ « 
_ worm = - — Us —— —— 
_ - — 
- _ 
" . X - 
- _ = — >, — —— 
— - a _ _ 
— 2» PE. - 
e PR 
_— 


 nuating invitations. 
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bearing of thoſe leſſer crofſe j 
dences, that unavoidably atre 
in our Pilgrimage ; we 1h; 
greater power to deale with, 
more Chriſtian fortitude to” oy 
rule, the diſtrating influences of 
ſevereſt troubles. | 

It was an excellent uſe(and war 
our obſervation,) that Socrates mi 
of the ſharp tongues of his wivcz, 
(ſaid he ) They prepare my patience 
publique ſufferings. It will very mug 
availe us in this particular, ify 
thwart our zovile wanton appeti 
in thoſe things wherein they pl 
ſo much pleaſure,and do curb out 
riofity with a delatory forbeat: [ 
of thoſe ſeeming contentma 
which we ſo fondly afte& Doy 
( though vleafuralile ) delights pra 
us to embrace them? Let's 
our ſelves the liberty of compliat 
though they earneſtly i importunt! 
Let's not gratify our curious bun 
with the taſte of thoſe endearing 
velties, that meet us with ſuch i 
We havt 


very memorable Example in D## 


ban 
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ter of the well of Bethlehemg@bich is $y the 
| Gate! Bart when heperceived ithac 
K water was parchaſed with the ha- 
$ 2:\rd of the lives, of three of his 
| mighty men, which ruſhed through 
| the Army of the Philiftines to drawe 
it at the well; being brought unto 
&# him, he woald not drinke it; bur 
(Gaies the Texc )porred it unto the Lord. 
This was a {fingular peece of {elf-de- 
Inyal in thar Good King,to rejett the 
© benefit of that he {o exceedingly de- 
@ fired,in regard of his thirſt ; becauſe 
Witwas obtained with ſo muchHhazard 
and difticuity, as appears by the {ub- 


—_— 


_ —— 
- 


I7d ( ſaith David) that 1fhmwld do they. 
Ws not this the bloud of the men that went 
$1 jeopardie of thezr lives ? Thus if we can 
ld a reſelution, to put a reſtraint up- 
$0" our deftres, in thoſe things they 
$0 cagerly affe&; and with all digett 
W\0xletics of a Tighter ſtamp , and 
js | 4. maKe 


& 2nd that which argued a Rare Regs- 
SF nt of his paſſions; That when he 
S was in exccemity of thirſt, and long- 
od for refreſhment, could ſay, * Ob1 © 2 Sma |}: 
that one would give me to drink of the wa- | 


ſequent verſe : Be it farre from me, (0 
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make them preparatory to heayjs 


| 


very conduceable ro our fatisfaff 
on. 
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Ow I arrive at the approved 4 
tidote, and Soveraign Remedy, 
for all our Evils ; and that's devous 
prater. Nothing under Heany 
will flate us in a peacable quiet ca 
dition,if this fail us; without whig, 
all our poſſible endeavours and aif, 
ings for relief,are perfan&ory, va 
and fruitlefſe. It muſt be the fervenſ 
and faichful ſapplications of ap 
foules, preſented to the Majeſty: 
the Moſt High God,through the pr 
clous merits' of Jeſus Chriſt, tog 
ther with the inoperation of that 


and every perfe&} giving proceedeth., tn 
can alone both ſettle our inway 
and outward peace, and free us fro 
tnop 
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8 choſe diſturbing perplexities, and 
E Jiftractions , Wherewith the world 
js apt to encounter us, ' Are we en- 
vironed , with temptations ? Prai- 
| errepels their violent affaults. Are 
we faint and feeble, and compaſſed 
about with inficmicies ? The * ſp:- 
rit of God in prayer, belpes our infirmities, 
and makes requeſt for us with fighs, that 
cannot be expreſſed» Ir is that ſpiric 
of Adoption that inſtructs us how to 
| pray- Prayer is like that * Fiery 
' Chariot , wherein Elijah was carryed 
from earth to heaven : For by it, we 
| poor Mortals, are tranſported to 
have converſation with God, and to 
, ſpeax with him in a familiar man- 
ner; and being in the body, we are 
$ carryed out of the body. This pray- 
; Ing ſpirit, prefents our fighs, en- 
F flimes our atte&tions, and whiſpers 
Þ worus that we are not able to repeat. 
Whoever ſpeakes againſt us, ir be- 


*Ro.8. 26 q 1 


W$ cones our Advocate, and makes re= 


# the Counſels of all our adverſaries, 
mand to remove every prejudice that 
15 caſt upun us. All the imaginable 
; malice 


E quelt-for us, is a meanes to infatuate 


(131) 
; malice off men' and devils , cangy 
\ cut off the Intelligence of aChriſh 
| with the Lord ; though he be fey 
rated from all humane ſociety hey 
Ho nos below, and lock'd up in ſome unab 
I ceſſiible cave; yet can no raan hind 
EE his acceffe toGod, and his addrefi 
an to Heaven. If his tongue ſhould 
: cut forth of his head; yethis way 
3h ſighs and groanes ( which trout 
bo EP may encreaſe, but cannot deftroy}} 
bk will eccho forth his humble requd! 
is | to the Almighty. This 1s fingula; 
comfort to the Children of God 
that when they are calt inco that ex 
ereamity, that neither eye,nor hand 
nor tongue, can afjift them in pray: 
er; they may conſider Good King 
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4, Ez:hiah, who was ſo much weak'nelf 
_ with bodily diſezſes,and infirmitiesy 
q | that he could not expreſſe his mind 
0 nor pray difltinaly rohis heavenhf 

| * [ſ4.z8, Father; yet his * mourning like a Dow 
| 14* and chattering libe a Swallow , entre} 
#4 into the Lord's ear, and brought} 

\ | him back a comfortable anſwer. The}: 

F? leaſt word of Gad, in return of proj! 


er, hath power enough to make the! 
blind! 


F 
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blind fee, the lame walk , the dumb 
co ſpeak, the deaf to hear, andſhe 
that is fick of a Feaver to arife up 
and miniſter, We cannot want con- 
lation if we can get grace to pray, 
For as our ſupplications aſcend, the 
multiplyed mercies of God deſcend-: 
light comes to reſolve our doubts, 
reſolution to expel our fears, com- 
fort to mitigate our troubles, Joy 
to ſeclude our forrowes, meanes to 
ſupply our wants, and firengrth to 
ſuttain our weakneſle, 

If we converſe with Scripture,and 
Eccleliaſtique ſtory,we ſhall find, what 
wonderta] things have been accom- 
pliſhed by this incomparable Engine. 
[ a] Abrabam”s praier opened the-barren 
wombs of Abimileb's bouſe-held ; and 
| b]cloſed up the hands of the Angels 


whe Wene wich a purpoſe LO deftroy fro 


Sedome bur could not bring down fire 
upon 1t, ti] rightcous Lot was re- 


aGen.2o It 


b Gen:18. i} $4: 
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moved thence. Theprayer of | c] c Ex.14-. 


Meſos; parted the Red Sea, and was 
more forceable to overthrow the 
Army of [4] Amalech, then all the 


' Weapons of Iſrael, The prayer of © E*17- 


Folbug 
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it the ſpace of three years and ſuf 
[tl moneths,& opened them again 3 and 
wy this Example St. James applies to « 
| very Goaly man ; That we ſbould milf 


| 
WIL mEDY 7 
ſl | had in his Army a Legion of Chry# 
al 
i 
| 


— —— 


10.11 , © brought loud thunder « and hea 
| g Ja$.x5, Baile-itones upon the Phzliftines. | ol 
© 16, 17. Elias prayer cloſtd the heavens toþ 


think they did theſe things, by the pri} 
i viledge of their pexſons, rather tha 
j the efficacy of their prayers: he ſhemp. 
that Eliah was a man ſubject to the 
ſame inficmities, whereunto we artþ 
ſabjet; and that the prayer of any 
pl Godly man availes much; yea (iti 
hi. be fervent ) no lefle then his. Andþ 
i though we work not by prayer ſudf 
il - 

[| 


external mirac]es as he did;yet ther: 
by we drawe downe inward grad, 


nk | bringing lighs co the blind, lifeto| 
hit. * the dead. and workes an admirably 


change by repentance. Itis ſtory 
ed of Aurelius Antonius, that in bp. 
expedition againſt the Germans, | 


. ” 


ſtjans, who by their carneſt praye; 


11.08 unto God, obtained rain for the re) 
BY EA freſnment; 


_— —— — > #. —— 


(134) 
| frefiment of his Army, when 1t was 
like to perith by thirſt ; and likewiſe 
brought down fearful thunderings 
| upon their enemies : Inſomuch that k 
| everafter, he called that Legion,the * #eeaurc= | 
| * Thundering Band. Loos. ; 
| 


Thus in all ages prayer hath bin fo raged 

; trix, 
þ powerfal and efficacious,thar it hath 
1 ſomtimes altered the very courſe of nature 
| without, and at a!l times wrought a 
if change of corrupt nature within. 
i} Nor can it be otherwiſe, it we confi- 
der the moſt eff-Ctual interceſſion of 
| ourgreat * Hipb-Prieſt,( Feſus Chriſt) +4 5.15, 
j} who preſents our prayers,our praiſes, 12. 
;þ duties, fervices and all our ſpiritual 
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| 
i performances unto God the Father, | 
1þ- and procures acceptance of him. 
# At the very inftant of our praying, 
| heperfumes the Mercy-Seat (having 
of before ſprinkled it with His bloud ) 
;& 2nd mingles our duties wich His In« 
© terceſhons, and together, carries 
;þ- them upon the Golden Cenſer into 
ef the Holy of Helieſt, and there preſents 
| them to his heavenly Father ; unto 
x; Vaoſe facred preſence He takes our 


«\ Perſons ( though not perceived by us) 
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(135) v. 
as knowing that if they be not ace 
pted,our prayers wil not; ior though 
by-the Covenant of workes, God dig 
firſt accept the work and then the perſay, 
yet in the Covenant of Grace,he firlt av. if 
cepts eur perſons( in Hi Son) and then 
our performances, And that which 
infinite comfort to every Chriſtian, 
becauſe that in our beſt eſtate, in ow 
moſt refined Condition here below, 
we are fabject to many failings and 
imperfections in our holyelt daries ; 
Therefore does our Eternal High 
Prieſt, diligently obſerve what evily 
or infrmities attend our prayers, 
that may any waies interrupt their 


|| | *Ex, 28 acceſſeto heaven,and thoſe he- draw 
11] & Mal. 3. ont, and takes quite away, before 


He preſent our petitions to His Fa 


. ther, Hereis mercy in ſuch eniinentÞ 


manner, as cannot be ſufficiently Þ 
exprefled! Arid this is clearly held} 
forth by that in * Exodus, where the 
High-Prieft, after Moſes law(who wal 
a Type of Jeſus Chriſt ) took away the} 
iniquities of the Holy things of God's 
people . | 
to proceed yet further, theres | 

- not f 
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1ot any thing that can be expreſſed, 
that is ſo highly pleaſing to God, as 
the fervent prayers of his Servants. 
He delights to have his Holy Name 


| called on, and to be converſed with 


inan humble ſupplicatory way. We 
cannot be ſo ready to exprefle our 
wants, at God will be to relieve us. 
If we do in faith and humility, im- 
plore the throne of Grace, Almighty 
God , Goes moſt certainly , either 
grant that which we humbly and 
immediately deſire, or in - lieue 
thereof, ſomething of an higher 
nature, that may more advantage 


| us, or eife( that which is a greater 
© mercy then either of the former 
ef he ſanGifyes the want of thoſe 
; things to the ſatisfa&tion of our 
tþ ſouls. 
) Seldome or never did any faint 
| under affliction that was attended 
with a praying ſpirit ; It is the moſt 
powerful help and fureſt ſupport,that 
| ever Chriſtian was acquainred with. 
$8} Theugh all the invererate perſons in 
| the world were Joined in a confede- 
| IRCy to contrive our raine, and left 
no 


(137) 

No probable waies unaſlſayed , 
accomptith and effect chat end ; 
{ach a regard hath the merciful 
jelty of our God to the prayers | 
his Servants, that they {hall becon 
a rock to preſerve us, and ſplit of 
enemies, ſuch a rock, that all | 
weapons and inftrumeuts which ; 
ran imagine, ( though pur incotk 
mo? dexterous haritls ) (hill new 
be able co hewe a{ynder. rt the voi 
of prayer, the very Gates of heauw 
fly open. to make way {or the aſcen 
{ton of our ſupplications to the mo 
High, at which all the bleſſed Ange 
in that Celeftiall Manſion ( to ſpeal 
with reverence ) even leap for joy 
When we are at the orcateſt Jof 
cithec in reſp<& of our ſpiritual 0 
remporal eftate, prayer comforradl 
Fecovers Us, renews Our acquaintan 
with God; and ſocnables us to ef 
councer with the greateft diffi:ulrie 
to rep*l the fiery darts of Satan, all 
to arme our felves again(t che dl 
ſtroying inflaence of his fubtile inf 
invations, whereby he day'y ende: 
vonrs to deceive us» It is a meant 

\ 6 
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fruftrate the ſinful contrivances 
f wicked men, and to make diſ- 
overy of their pernitious intend- 
ents, and clandeſtine praGtiſes 
zainſt the.righteous , and ſo pre- 
ents them. It's a ſpecial remedy a- 
aint the inſurrection of evill 
oughts , it craſhes and defiroies 
emin embrio, it ſtrikes them with 
Meath before they can fully recover 
Wee; and kills corroptions in 'the 
d; before they be full blown. And 
| regard the pureſt gold, may not 
S altogether free from ſome drofle,' 
i eftectually retines the earthly part 
Wa tegenerate man, that he may be 
(Polly fir for his Maſters uſe. Oh / 
Fiat we could live and die upon this 
ject, In reference to which, time 
qld rather faile, then matter to 
YMicourſe of. Therefore fince *cis 
Wident , how excellent a meanes 
an) © 18 againſt all our inward and 
4F-vard evils, and what a comfort 
all difirefſe, ler our ſouls and ſpi- 
1-0" 21ve up themſe]ves to a conftant 
ne<=cientioas, praQtiſe in this fa- 
&* acceptable duty , that God may 
K have 


| 
| 


cg 90). 


have the glory, and delight i in. 
worke of his own hands, lo ſhall 
be happyed to ail eternity. 


$64$660634$44$44444 
20.PARAGRAPH. ? 


OW come to the laft parti 
lar I ſhall inſiſt on,, which 
this ; That we endeavour byally 
fible meanes., and reſolve. " 
Divine aflitance co be truly thay 
to God in each condition, tor 
praiſe to His Glorious Name-dind 
fate ſoever Providence hath caff 
If there were no other argumen| 
the world ro engage us to ii 
courſe, this alone were ſuffigig 
which the Apoſtle Paul afferts in; 
of his Epililes, thus : |a| Int 
7 iThe.s* thing give anks for it is the will of 
Is. in Chriſt Telus, concerning you. .,{ 
Who dares upon reading 
words, rurine into ſuch a con! 
as to violate the Sacred Fill of 
Moi High ? It rather concerne 


— 
mt. —_—_ 


C1490) | 


ur lives in an abſolute 


to give. 1p © 
conformity thereunto. 


"he Lord O my ſou} (faith David) and all 
| that i within me bleſſe bis Holy Name. 
And in anorher place, | c |//bjle I lipe 


Every day wil! T bleſſe thee ; And I will 
raiſe thy Name for ever and ever. He 
that peruſeth the Pſalmes of this S4- 
cred Pen-man,: ſhall almoſt in every 
page of that book find his earneſt and 
athetical exhortations to --praiſe 
God for his Divine love and care, 
his power and mercy,his Providence, 
ys ord and Ordinances, yea alfo for 
coubles,afflitions,and every thing. 


Ind Terreſtrial creatures to this Duty; 
nd to perform it upon all kinds of 


er Scheffer in this Schogle, nor a great- 
rPreficient in this work then David, 
Wd hath lefe it as a Rale to all that 
41] ſucceed him. Fob was of an ex- 
e8*!lent temper too, who when he had 
Wolt his eſtate, Joſt his children, and 

! Relations, that were neer and 

"M2 dear 


ws. Att 


[ b | Bleſſeb Pla103- 


1,my God, while T bave a being. | d]4P _ 


e exhorts all [ e] Celeſtial , Rational, e Pla-14Þ: 


Inſtraments. Never was any a grea=- f Pſa-150» 
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dear to him, could comfortably | 
' 8 Job I. [g] The Lirds gives, and the Lord ta 
21+ þ{eſſed be bis name. Though his eng 
encrealed, and his triends ſtood 
off, and he himſelf almofi given 
to the hands of Satan; yet 3. allt 
he Blefſeth the Lord. If we confidert 
excellencijes of God, we have'-infiy 
cauſe to praiſe him, if we likewf 
look upon the mercies and bend 
wedaily receive, we have as mt 
' cauſe to give thankes : : Thereiz 
condition ſo diſconſelated,bur atte 
ed with ſomegood : No darkn 
in that extreamity , but hath < 
light : No afliftion ſo miſeral 
bat is mingled with mercy; thei 
fore we arc engaged to be thank 
Our Saviour ChiiRt could ſay; 
bh Ma. 11- he Dad not where to lay bis bead, 6], | 
25+ T thank thee. When he went to hi 
gony , and ſweat drops of bloud 
There was ( ſaies the Text ) aPii 
of praiſe. Who would not be wi li 
ro 4! of ſuch a glorious exampl 
There 1s no affli&ion that can be 
a Carii-ian ( though never ſo (k 
anc grievous) but is uſually attet 
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ed] with this adyantage, it gives an 
opportunity to exerciſe ſuch graces,as 
atience and the like ; which a pro- 
ſperous eſtate ſeldome or never takes | 
notice Of 3 ſo that if our tribularion 
ſeem ta deprive us of one mercy, it fits 
vs with another ; which may juſtly 
call for our thankfalneſſe. Thoygh 
the children of Iſrael loſt their Moſes, 
God gave them a Foſhbua; Though 
he took away Ely, he raiſed up 84- 
mel: fo that this is but mercy ex- 
changed, to the- greater benefit of 
Whole it reſpects.It is Gods way to exa- 
mine what ſtock of grace we have,and 
to make other proviſion for us accor- 
dingly. And if he obſerve that our 
ifts,acquirements,and natural parts 
*Wſoar high, and grow ftrong, and are 
unwilling to hold proportion wich 
"Four ſtock of Grace ; then doth he 
VEmingle our wine with water, and 
Wakes as a depree lower; yet never- 
Wieleſſe this loſſe becomes our gain, 
nd this weakneffe makes us ſtrong: 
"$0 that hence we have abundant cauſe 
T2 bleſſe Godin this Condition. Aud 
hough the malice of our enemies 


, "VR 3 purſue 
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_ purſueus with terrible pecſecutich 


to believe, bat to ſuffer 5  whatſotve 
-oiven of God, deſerves our thank 
It is a great priviledge to be kept phi 
and the people of God are never. 
pure then under perſecution. Th 
truth to which we bear teſtimony, a 
for which we ſuffer, encreaſeth a 
fpreads it ſelf the more through aff 
ufferings. Therefore let's be ad 


16. man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let him 
oſbamed, but let bim glorify God int 
bebalf. And although the ſun. 
of Gods beantiful aſpei, ſeem ſo ecli 
ſed, that our ſpiritual condition is on 
. clouded, yet it may be day whent 
beames of the Sun do not appear, i 
though it be dark without,there 
be light within. And this for 0 
future comfort is certain, that tho) 
God may for a moment with 
His comforting prefence from | 
children, yet never his ſupporting if 
ſence ; They ſill find that they h 

that intereſt in him and that dept 
ance on him, that they wouldn 


1 world, he bath ſubdued Satan, and bound 


| have asked leave. Jeſu Chriſt praies for 


144) a: 
relinquiſh for all the world; and 
though they ſeem lowe, even loft 
nd forſaken, tor all this a gracious 
heart Will not renounce the wales of 
his Saviour 3 {o that here's plentiful. 
matter for our praiſe and thankſgi- , 
ving. And then further,it is an in- 
finite mercy and well worth 641 thanks, 
that in ali our temptations ( though 
never {o terrible and impetzous) we 
have a ſecure refuge to fly to, where 
we ſh-11 undoubtedly be relieved: ) 
He was in all things tempted, (faith the 
Author to the . Hebrewes ) that be might 
[uce;ur thoſe tha} are tempted» Um Chrift 
bids be of comfort,for ke hath overconje the 


[ He. 2.18. \þ 1% 5 | 


m Joh 16.5; - 


33-j 
Th : 


ham up in chains, that be canuot ftir a ſpot 
wit 1out p:rmiſſion from above, as is evi*s 
dent by that expreſſion in. St. _ 
Gojpel,(n) Simon, Simony{ (cith cur Savi- 
our ) Satan hath defrred thee that be may 
winnowe thee as wheat, but I have prayed 
for thee,tbat thy faith fail not» . If he had ” 023: 
had power of his own,he would never 


us at the very inftant of our tempra- 
tlomand is that braſen ſerpent, thac 
=Y cures 
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cures us when we are ſtung. Ay 


tiful Father. 


(145) 


though he ſuffer us ſometimes to hy 


192 Cq-12- tempted,it is that we may not be(y] 
I T7» exalted above meaſure; to keep us bumblz 

end preſerve us from being ſplit upon ſpiri. 
( a rock that would fogf 


tual Pride, 
daſh us in pieces. _) Temptation, 
one well obſerved, is the ſouls raps, 


it may offer violence,and defiour owf 


ſouls; but if we do not yield to it 
It can never depriveus of our inng. 


cency. Andhow eminent a merg| 


ER PEN2, —_— Aw. m— _”Q tw _ w—_—_— Py» TOGy 


It 1s to be kept chaſte. unto Chriſt, la 


every Chriſtian judge. If then there 
be ſuch juſt cauſe to praiſe Godin 


bleſſings and favours that are diſpen- 


ſed to us, by the hands of our bounþ 
But above all that ca 
be thought on,was that eternal mer 
of God; in giving his dearly belof 
ved Son,to ſuffer death for our trankþ 
greſſions, and that in the ſhametul| 
leff,and ſevereſt manner that ever ſtv| 
ry made mention of, for no othet| 
end, but that we which were deaditþ 
e madtþ 
alive} 


treſpaſſes and fins, might b 


theſe extremities; Certainly we ſhall 
meet with much more, in the daihff 
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alive; that we which were bondſlaves 
to Satan, might be releaſed from that 
helliſh thraldome ; that we which 
were vagabonds and aliens, might be 


made heirs of that incorruptible and 
| Celeftial inhieritance,that never was, 

| nor ever will be capable of diminution 
| or decay. All our dates are too few to 


ſpend in praiſe for ſach a glorious 
endearment as this 1s3 and yet we have 
many more of avery tranſcendent 


| nature to draw forth our hearts in 
| thankfulneſſe. As that precious Goſpel, 


and written word of God,that toge- 


EF ther with the Holy Spirit, conveys the 
| elad tidings of ſalvation to our ſouls; 
| that ſerves as a light to our feet,and 
a lantborn to our patbes,that ſearches. the 
| dark corners of eur hearts,and makes diſ- 
oÞ covery of eur orofſe corruptions, and ſo 
| {lates them;3that they may not riſe up 
In rebe][ion againſt us,to terrify us at 
| that great and penerall day of Fudgment 3 
| wbereto there will be an @niverſal Sum- 
| mons , 237 any ways be able to coniri- 
; bute to our condemnation. It is likewiſe 
| agreat mercy and worth our thanks, that 
our eyes behold onr Teachers, that the 


dores 
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dores of GodsTabernacle are not (hyti 
That we have faithful Paſtors, with 
endeavours are daily implozed to phth 
us into that ſbeepfold,wherof Jeſus Ch 
Is ſbepherd; and to break that buf 
of life, wrapt up in the word & ordinamd 
and difpence ir to our ſouls, for wf 
ſpiritual nouriſbpment, whereby we'# 
fiircher enabled co grow in Grace m 
bolyzeſſe from one degree to anotheſ 
till by that Geleſtial repaſt we attain; 
aun bigher improvement and perfection. |f 
may alfo call for our thankful ackwll 
ledgements that we are preſerved ftv 
peril and bodily danger, to which wew 
lyable every moment.Should we be dedlf 
with according to our deſerts, in reſp 
of cur ſins , every morſel we eat might 
mixt with poiſon, every ſhower that ſal 

from beaven, inſtead of rain,night heh 
phur,and every flaſb of lightning, fire ti 
duce us to aſbes; The very earth wberon®t 
tread, might open ber bowels, and [wal 
þ Numb. as quick for our r63e[[1ons,as it did(PONG 
16 3k. DPathan «nd Abiram. If we cait ouriff 
into Holy 7/rit,and obſerve what fed 
fa! judgements God hath inflifed on ſm| 
ners, and made them ſudden exam 
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uh with leproſy; (c )Balſbazzar, for propha= 278 
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of bis juſtict, as(q) Lots wife for her 9 Gen-19/) YE 
Joking back was turned into a pillar of ſalt; 26] F 
{r ) Sodome for ber: pride, was deftroyed 7 00-194 F} 
with fire and brimfone; ('s) Feroboam for , ME... 395 
his burning, incenſe,had his hand withered; 13.4] $4 
(1) Ely for ſuffering bis children to abuſe tx Sam.4) $3. 
the Prieſts office, bad bis neck broke ; The 18] T1HS 
(4) children for mocking Eliſha, were de- * ? Kin.2 #31H 
youred with bearsz(w) eſabel for oppreſ- - ky 7 1 1 
ſing Naboth, tas eaten with dogs 5 (n) 
Nadab,end Abibu, for ufing prophane fire +44 
upon the Aitar,were conſum'd with fire;(y) y 1 Sam.|F | 
Saul for diſobeying Samuel, loft bis King 15-28-| ,t 
dime ; (3) Zachary for his unbelief, was £Lv:1-204p LIBK 
frucken with dumbneſſe; (a) Elymas for 4 ER 1 108 
bindering, the cotirſe of the Goſpel; with I * (1. 
blindneſſe;(b) Gebazi, for taking tribes, 6 2 Ki-g4) | T8 


x Lev. 10 


þI 


\ 30 


Saphira, for telling a ly were ſtruk with q a&,* «1414. 
death : d « Sel I Et4 8 
cath; Tea and (6) Moſes for trejpaſſing 10. [4 $31 3 
at the waters of Meriba, was ſhut out of £ Deu-32. 11s 20 
tre Land of Canaan; And that we which 48,49>50, | I IH 207 
are puilty of af preatenormities,and '* i 4 180? 
yet ſuffercd to livefree fromſuch pu- 
niſhments, is the mirrour of mercy, 


and that which-may juſlly exa& praiſe 
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| berty,and not only fo ; but invicat} 


' our hearts and ſouls in all humble] 
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and oblige us to blefſe God, that þy 
vouchſafes us an opportunityfor thy 
purpoſe. Farcher, that we have lis 


on and encouragement to pray aff 
make known our wants, and acknay, 
ledge our unworthineſſe , and ſolictþ 
at the Throne of Grace for comfor; 
and relief , is all rich matter for ow 
thankfulnefſe. It were an endlefÞ 
task to enumerate the myltiplye 
occaſions that are daily and hourh 
offered us, as monitors to this duty, 
Therefore let's reſolve by the aſſif. | 
ance of the Almighty, to dray forth} 


thankfalneſle, in all eftates, and in 
all our conditions. Do we pray Gul 
in adverſity ? It is a meanes, to ſpeakÞ 
it with due reverence,to engage GolÞ 
to make us proſperous. Do we praiſ: 
bim in proſperity? It's a means to con- 

tinue us in that ſtate. Are we lowe?Re 
will raiſe us,up. Are we deſerted? He wil 
enlarge us and ſhine upon us. He tha} 
can bleſſe God, for that bis eyes are opentl} 
to ſee bis ſins; God will open thoſe wg” 
«| 


—_—  - iF | 
ſee their Saviour. Do we bleſſe God in af< IS? 
iHion?He will make choſe aflifdions Eo 
bleſſings to w.A Chriſtian that can praiſe ©? þ: 
and glorify Ged in adverſity, ſbames Sa- -B IB 
tan and utterly confounds that adverſary:As | # Th 
qne very well obſerves , upon this occaſion, (#374 
and inſtances in that of Fob, where the | 24 4 
devil ſajes unto God concerning bim; KS Ek 
[f] Ds but touch him and he will curſe thee F Top, x. | 
to thy face: be is in thy band, faith the 11, 12. &| |. |'* 
Lord, only fave bis life ; ſo ſatan toucht 21. | $} 78 
him. What then ? The Lord gives, and LE 
| the Lord takes away , ſaith Fob, Bleſſed 
1 be ba Name. So that we ſee here is 
| bleſſing inſtead of carfing. Fob is of 38 
another temper then Satan thought 
him to be of. Thas is it evident how \ 
| advantageous a thankful heart is up- 
1& onal occaſions:and we ſhal more ea- 
,þ fily attain co that temper, if we firft 
conſider the intereft we have in a Savi- 
 64#r , and endeavour to maintain the 
# affurance of our «1nion with him ; and 
| to perſwaie our 1elves that all his 
diſpenſations proceed from love,and 
| likewiſe that all things work roge= 
ther for our good ; which is _ 
1 


tt. I oo 


to a conſcientious Performandg 
of this and all other Daties, that 
we have in Command from wy 
inviolavle Supreame Authority 
Heen. Cn Es = 

To cloſe all, That the Domink 
on of JESUS GHRIST maybe 
Advanced. the Great Name of ant 
G O D Eternally Glorifyed , ayd 
that our Immortal Soules may 
therein 
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[| bly true in reference to all the Chil 

q | dren of God. And laſtly, let's be fan 

wy to maliitain the ſenſe of pur ay 

VEIL ION unworthyneſle, both, in r elpeCt; ji 

BETSEY our emptinefleas creatures, and jy 

| ; " | reſpeCt of our fin as depr aved CFCs 

| EL ht | cures, David was herein a veg 

[if i Gf great Proficient: for there was neyg 

en k MAT any man more thankial then heariy 

| \|/4 _ manifeſt by his whole booke of 

1k BBY Plalmes, as b:fore obſerved, being 

MIECIES as it were, compoſed and madeyy 

1 HOW 0 WEEK | | FRIT - >IFOm . Arie 

Y B98 LR of thankfulneſle ; yet did never any 

en Þ 14 14 WW G one in the world expreſſe an higher 
EF WER 3 {ſenſe of his own unworthyneſle. 

| if pi Therefore let his cminenc exams 

4} oO Wi ple prevaile with us; and engage uy 
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therein, ever ſee themſelves ſatisfyed 


and ſaved, is and ever ſhall be the 
earneſt prayer of 


From my Cham- 
: SIR, 
ber this 7. of Aug. 


1650. 


Rn 


Tour Devoted 


and moſt faith- 


full Servant 


Re WARDE- 
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Age 24. line 4-+for fragle read frail,p 34.1. 
2 1, f.eicher cr. rather: p-44-1. 26-f.dever.r. 
Never : P. 74+1-24. f. doth r.to; p.87.1-3, f. er. 
be : p.114. 1-28.f.confidence r.copfiden s:p. 
122.1.10, f,was tO, I,WAS It tOs 
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